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DEDICATION. 



It is with feelings of grateful pleasure that I am able, 
with the consent of our beloved " Father in Israel," the 
Bey. Sebastian Streeteb, to dedicate this Series of Sun- 
day School Lesson Books to him, in the remainder of his 
life, and to his memory when he shall have departed to 
his spirit-home. 

The Sunday School catose had but few earlier — never a 
better friend, than this venerable man; fend now that his 
physical infirmities prevent him from continuing in the 
work of the gospel ministry, he ceases not to pray for the 
lambs of the fold of Christ. 

Encouraged by his approval of this work, I send it 
forth, trusting that it may be one of the instrumentalities 
through which his prayers are to be answered. 

L. J. FLETCHER. 



PREFACE. 



To those Teachers and Parents who have seen the previ- 
ous Books of the Scries, this Preface would not he indis- 
pensable; for the Author has said in those. Books much 
that he needs to say in this, to those who have in charge 
the religious training of the young mind and heart. 

But, as this Book will come to those who may not 
have seen the others, it will be well to give them some di- 
rections, and make to them some important suggestions. 

This Book treats of subjects less familiar to teachers and 
parents than those which are presented in the preceding 
Books of the Series. To ansVer all the questions herein 
set down, the Teacher must be familiar with Sacred Histo- 
ry, for a very frequent reference is made to the writings 
of the early Christian Fathers. The Lessons should there- 
fore be studied with care by those who are to help the 
class in understanding them. If the Teacher should study 
the Lessons of the previous numbers of this Series,' much 
more should he prepare himself, when this Book is to 
chum his attention. 
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One fact should be kept constantly in mind. In such a 
work as this, the history which in its completness is so 
extensive, must necessarily be fragmentary and imperfect. 
Let the Teacher be prepared to take what is here written 
as suggestive of much more which he should be prepared 
to add in his work as Teacher. 

The questions herein set down will prepare the way for 
other questions, and the explanations given, often make 
other explanations absolutely necessary. Let the Teacher 
become fully aware of this, and he will never come into 
his class without having spent some time in becoming 
master of the lesson set down for that day. Let the Chris- 
tian parent be impressed with this truth, and something 
more will be done for the child during the week than sim- 
ply to hear the answers to the printed questions. Parents 
should not fail to sit down and talk over all matters to ' 
which the lesson for the week refers. They may not un- 
derstand some things therein suggested, and then they 
should point out to the child the questions to be proposed 
to the Teacher. In this way the parent may help the 
child, while the child brings home from the intelligent 
Teacher, new light and wisdom for the parent to share. 

Be faithful to explain with great particularity, the geo- 
graphical position of every country and prominent place 
wherein any of the apostles labored; and in doing this, 
have reference, first to their position with regard to Jem- 
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Balem, and secondly with regard to your own present lo- 
cality. 

Again, remember that a clear description of a place, 
will add much to the interest which the child will feel in 
every thing that has transpired therein ; and do not fail 
to talk much of Jerusalem and its surroundings — of Ju- 
dea as a country — of Samaria, and Galilee, of Rome and 
the relation of Judea to the Roman Government; of the 
religions of the nations where the Apostles preached, and 
of the great field over which the gospel was spread by 
their efforts. 

In one sentence, let the Author say, all that need be 
said in this Preface — be prepared to teach and depend 
largely for your success upon the amount of oral instruc- 
tion which you shall be able to give to your class. This 
Book will help you— it will not do the Teacher's work. 

L. J. P. 



PART FIRST. 

HISTOBICAL. 

LESSON I. 

WHO, WHEN AND WHEBE. 

Question. — To whom do we refer by the 
word Apostles ? 

Answer. — To those who went forth to 
preach th$ Gospel immediately after .the 
ascension of Jesus Christ. 

Q. — How many were there whom we 
call Apostles ? 

A. — Nineteen. 

Q.—Are we to make a distinction be- 
tween the Disciples of Jesus and the Apos- 
tles ? 

A. — We should make a distinction. 
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Q. — In what respect ? 

A. — All were not Disciples who were 
afterward Apostles, and all were not Apos- 
tles who were Disciples. 

Q. — Who, of the Disciples, were not of 
the Apostles ? 

Q. — Who of the Apostles were not of the 
Disciples ? 

$j— What were the names of the Disci- 
ples? (Matt. 10: 2.) 

Q. — What were the names of the Apos- 
tles ? 

A. — Peter, Paul, Andrew, James the 
Greater,. John, Philip, Bartholomew, Mat- 
thew, Thomas, James the Less, Simon the 
Zealot, Jude, Matthias, Mark, Luke, Bar- 
nabas, Stephen, Timothy, Titus, iand some 
others. 

Q. — Between what years was the minis- 
try of the Apostles embraced ? 

-4. — Between the years 34 and 100. 

Q. — To what people did the Apostles at 
first confine their ministry ? 

Q. — Which one of the apostles had a 
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vision that led him to know that the Gen- 
tiles also were to receive the Gospel? 
(Acts 10: 10—16,) 

Q. — What did he say when he under- 
stood the lesson which the vision was in- 
tended to teach ? (Acts 10 : 34, 35.) 

jQ. — Previously to that time where had 
the Apostles preached ? 

A. — Mostly in the vicinity of Jerusalem, 
and a few villages of the Samaritans. 

Q. — What great man was converted to 
Christianity about the time of which we 
have last spoken ? (Acts 9 : 1, 20.) 

Q. — After the vision of Peter and the 
conversion of Saul, in what direction did the 
Gospel spread ? . 

A. — In all directions ; especially in heath- 
en lands. 

Q.- — What do you mean by heathen 
lands ? 

A. — The same as if I had said Gentile 
lands — all lands outside of Judea. In that 
day the whole world was designated by the 
terms Jews and Gentiles, and the Gentiles 
were called heathen. 
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§.— To whom did Saul, or Paul, as he 
was called after his conversion, minister 
almost exclusively ? 

Q. — What was he called in consequence 
of this? 

A. — The Apostle to the Gentiles. 

Q. — Into what countries did the Gospel 
quickly spread ? 

A. — Arabia, Asia Minor, Italy, Rome, 
Greece and isles of the Mediterranean sea. 

Q. — In whose name did the Apostles 
teach ? 

Q. — In whose name did they work mir- 
acles ? 

Q. — What happened to them on the day 
of Pentecost ? (Acts 2 : 1 — 4.) 

Q. — Were all the Apostles present at 
that time? 

A. — They were not. 

Q. — Which one was absent ? 

A.— Paul. 

Q. — Had he been converted at that time ? 

Q— Did Paul receive the Holy Ghost? 
Jf so, when and how ? (Acts 9 : 17, 18.) 
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Q. — How long after Christ's ascension 
before the conversion of Saul, or Paul, as 
he was afterward called ? 

A. — The exact time is not known. The 
day of Pentecost was the 24th of May, and 
Paul was not converted until the first of the 
next year. 

Q. — Why was the day of Pentecost so 
called? 

A. — From a Greek word signifying fifty; 
as it came on the fiftieth day after the feast 
of the Passover. 

Q. — Who was Emperor of Rome at that 
time ? . 

Q. — Who was Governor of the Jewish 
Province ? 

Q. — Who was. King of Judea? 

Note. The teacher should not pass on beyond this lee* 
son until the class understand in what relation Judea stood 
to Rome at that time, and how the policy of the Roman 
government effected the spread of the Gospel. 

As clear and truthful a picture of the times which im- 
mediately succeeded the ascension of Christ as can be 
drawn, should be set before the class in a careful and 
familiar talk. Again, many questions not put down in 
the lessons, will be suggested to the teacher by those 
which are herein written, and often they may be of great 
importance. The class should be made aware of any such 
suggestions, and receive the benefit of any light which 
they may afford. 
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lesson n. 

*ETEB. HIS BIRTH, OCCUPATIOK ANB 
DISCIPLESHIP. 

Q. — Where was Peter born ? 
' A. — At Bethsaida, in Galilee. 

Q. — Was his name Peter in his child- 
hood and youth ? 

Q. — By what name was lie called ? 

A. — Simon, or Simeon, a common name 
in those days. 

Q.— Is it known at what time he was 
born ? 

A. — Not certainly. It is supposed that 
he was about ten years older than Jesus 
was. 

Q. — From whom was he descended ? 

A. — Abraham. 

Q. — When he had grown up to man- 
hood, what was his occupation ? (Matt. 
4:18. 

Q. — Where did he reside when Jesus 
began his ministry ? 
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A. — At Capernaum, where the river Jor- 
dan empties into the sea of Galilee. 

Q. — What was Peter doing when Jesus 
called him to be his disciple ? (Matt. 
4 : 18.) 

Q. Who was with him ? 

Q.— Did Jesus call both of them ? 

Q. — What did they do when he told 
them to follow him ? (Matt. 4 : 20.) 

"Q. — Was not fishing, in those days, a 
very humble employment ? 

Q. — Why is it probable that Jesus se- 
lected his disciples from men so obscure and 
ignorant ? 

A. — Because they were good men, and 
because the glory of their success would be 
ascribed to God and not to themselves. 

Q. — Is lowliness of condition or occupa- 
tion any obstacle to God's favor ? 

Q. — Upon what does God look with 
greatest approbation ? 

A. — The principles of right doing by 
which the life is governed. 

Q. — Had Peter seen Jesus previously to 
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the time when he was called to Follow him ? 
(John 1 : 41, 42.) 

Q. — Was Peter married at this time? 
(Luke 4 : 38.) 

Q. — When Peter saw that his wife's 
mother was made whole, is it not probable 
that his faith in Jesus was increased ? 

Q. — Did he see any other miracle which 
Je3us performed at that same time ? (Luke 
4 : 40, 41.) 

Q. — What other wonderful thing did 
Jesus do soon after, which Peter saw ? 
(Luke 5: 1—7.) 

Q. — Must not such wonderful works 
have convinced him that Jesus was the 
Christ ? 

Q. — What did Peter do when he saw 
the miraculous draught of fishes ? (Luke 
5:8.) 

Q. — What happened soon after this, 
which shows that Peter had great confidence 
in Jesus ? 

A. — He got down from his ship to walk 
on the sea. believing that Jesus had power 
to uphold and save him. 
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Q. — Was Peter a favorite disciple of our 
Lord? 

A. — He was of the three who were more 
constantly with their Master than any of 
the others. 

Q. — What special mark of favor did Pe- 
ter receive ? 

An — He was with Jesus on the mount of 
transfiguration. 

Q. — What can you say of the disposition 
and character of this apostle ? 

A. — He was ardent, impulsive, passion- 
ate and rash ; yet a warm-hearted friend 
and generally a noble man. 

Q. — What professions of attachment and 
faithfulness to Je3us did Peter make ? • 

A. — On one occasion, when many turned 
away to follow Jesus no more, he asked his 
disciples if they also would leave him ; Pe- 
ter replied by saying, " Lord, whither shall 
we go ? Thou hast the words of eternal 
life." 

On another occasion, he said, " Though 
all men forsake thee, yet will not I forsake 
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thee. Though I should die with thee, yet 
will I not forsake thee." 

Q. — What profession of faith in Jesus 
did Peter make ? 

A. — He said to him, " Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God." 

Q. — State, if you can* one instance where 
the rashness of Peter was manifest. (John 
18 : 10.) 

Q. — State an instance where his speech 
showed him to be impulsive and hasty. 
(Mark 9 \ 5.) 

Q. — Can you state another instance? 
(St. John 13 : 8, 9.) 

Q. — What rendered that speech still 
more singular than it otherwise would have 
appeared ? 

A. — The fact that a few hours before 
Peter could not watch, at the request of 
Jesus, for a little season, but fell asleep. 

Q, — What other remarkable event in the 
life of Peter while the Saviour lived ? 

A. — He denied him thrice. (Mark 14 : 
71, 72.) 
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Note. — Of this denial there is much to be said, why 
Peter should have faltered at that time — he who had been 
the most sanguine and ardent in his attachment of any of 
the disciples. This is a good theme to talk about. Show 
the class how many there are like Peter at the present 
time. How many deny their Lord— how many need to 
test the strength of their constancy and love for him. 



LESSON HI. 

PETER, IMMEDIATELY AFTER HIS DENIAL 
OF JESUS. * 

Q. — Did Peter leave the society of the 
other disciples after he had denied his 
Lord ? 

A. — He might in shame for his lack of 
moral courage have kept away by himself, 
for a little while ; but he was very soon 
with them again. 

Q. — Where was he the morning of the 
Resurrection ? 

A, — He was with the other disciples, 
somewhere near the sepulchre. (St. Luke 

24: 10—12.), 

Q. — Is it probable that Peter was at this 
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time truly penitent, and that his act of de- 
nial was forgiven by the Saviour ? 

Q. — Why should we believe that it was 
so ? : 

A. — Because, on the morning of the res- 
urrection, Jesus appeared unto Peter before 
any of iae other disciples had seen him, 
which was a mark of high favor, and an as- 
surance of pardon. 

Q. — Why was it peculiarly appropriate 
that Peter should be the first of the disci- 
ples who should behold the risen Lord ? 

A. — Because he was the first one to de- 
clare his belief in him as the true Messiah. 

Q. — What incident transpiring a few 
days later shows the ardent love and enthu- 
siasm of Peter towards his great Master ? 

A. — When from his ship near the shore 
he saw Jesus standing upon the beach, he 
could not stop to go ashore in a boat to 
meet him, but sprang into the water and 
swam to greet his Lord. (St. John 24 : 
4—8.) * 

Q. — During the interview of the risen 
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Saviour with his disciples at that time, did 
he manifest any peculiar regard for Peter ? 
(St. John 21 : 15—18.) 

Q. — Did he give Peter to understand 
what trials he would have to encounter, 
and what would be the manner of his death ? 
(St. John 21: 18.) 

Q* — Did this intimation of hardships and 
a cruel death dampen the ardor of Peter 
and cause him to hesitate in becoming an 
apostle of the Lord ? 

Q. — Was Peter present at the ascension 
of Jesus ? 

A. — He was. 

Q. — How did he show his zeal in his 
Master's cause shortly after the ascension? 

A.— -By proposing that another apostle 
should be chosen to take the place of Judas. 

Q. — What prominent position did Peter 
occupy on the day of Pentecost ? 

A. — He spoke in the name of the other 
apostles, and boldly refuted the charge 
which had been made against them. 

Q._What was that charge ? (Acts 2 : 
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Q. — Was that defence made in the pres- 
ence of a great multitude of prominent and 
learned men ? 

Q. — Did Peter manifest any fear of them? 

Q* — What would you say of the speech 
he made on that occasion ? 

A. — It was a very bold one, and showed 
that Peter was inspired to speak of the 
great truths of prophecy with eloquence and 
power. 

Q. — What effect did that speech have ? 
(Acts 2 : 37.) 

Q. — About how many were converted to 
a belief in Jesus Christ on that day ? 

Q. — By whom was the first miracle per- 
formed after the ascension of our Lord ? 

A. — By Peter. 

Q. — Will you tell what it was and relate 
the circumstances ? (Acts 3 : 1 — 9 

Q. — What effect did this wonderful work 
have upon the people who heard of it? 
(Acts 3 : 11.) 

Q. — How did Peter improve the oppor- 
tunity afforded him by so large a gathering ? 
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Q. — What happened to him in conse- 
quence of his preaching at that time ? 

Q. — What is meant by laying bands upon 
them and putting them " in hold ? " 
«• Q. — How long were they kept in prison, 
at that time ? 

Q. — When they were brought forth for 
trial, who took the part of advocate and 
spake for all the others ? 

Q. — About how many were made believ- 
ers on account of that miracle and the cir- 
cumstances attending it ? 

Q. — What did the rulers, scribes and 
elders command the apostles not to do ? 
(Acts 4 : 18.) 

Q. — Who replied, and what did they 
say ? Acts 4 : 19, 20. 

Q. — What other event transpired shortly 
after this, which shows us that Peter held 
a prominent place among the apostles ? 

A. — When great numbers were convert- 
ed, some of the rich converts showed their 
sincerity by selling their estates, and giving 
certain portions of the proceeds to help the 
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poor who were in need, in the newly formed 
community of believers ; and Peter presid- 
ed at this tribunal of charity. 

Q. — When once more commanded to 
cease their preaching, what did Peter and 
the other apostles answer ? 
. A. — " We ought to obey God rather than 



Note.— The acts of Peter as set forth in this lesson are 
worthy of admiration, and should be set in favorable con- 
trast with those rash and impulsive acts which we had 
previously considered ?n the Second Lesson. 

Show to the class what influences had operated to effect 
such a change in him. Dwell upon the fact that some of 
the best men in the world hare been at times passionate 
and rash. 

He has the greatest virtues, and is worthy of most praise, 
who overcomes the greatest temptations and masters the 
most formidable evils in his own nature. Speak to the 
olass of the tribunal before which the apostles were 
brought, and of Peter's great boldness in such a place. 



LESSON IV. 

PETER. OTHER EVENTS IN HIS LIFE. 

Q — What memorable event transpired 
about the time of which we were speaking 
in the last lesson that tended to enlarge the 
sphere of the apostles' ministry ? 
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A. — The death of Stephen. 

Q. — How did that event produce such a 
result ? 

A. — The persecution of the Christians by 
the Jews, resulting in the death of that holy 
man, warned the disciples to depart from 
Judea, and as they went among the Gentiles 
for protection, they preached the Gospel to 
them. 

Q. — Did Peter fly from the presence of 
threatened danger ? 

A. — He did not. He remained at Jeru- 
salem until the persecution was much 
abated. 

Q._What did he then do ? 

A. — He commenced his travels to visit 
the churches which the other disciples had 
.succeeded in gathering, that he might coun- 
sel and comfort them. 

Q — To what place did he first go? 
(Acts 9 : 32.) 

Q. — In what direction and how far from 
Jerusalem was that place ? 

A. — North West, about forty miles. 



d 
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Q. — What miracle did he there perform? 
Acts 9 : 33, 34. 

Q. — What effect did it have upon the 
people there ? 

Q. — To what place did he then go ? 

Q. — Was he sent for, if so, on what ac- 
count ? 

Q. — How far was Joppa from Lydda ? 

A. — About ten miles. 

Q.— In what direction,- and how was it 
situated ? 

Q. — What wonderful work did Peter 
perform in that city ? (Acts 9 : 36 — 42. 

Q. — What effect did that miracle have 
upon the people who saw and heard of it ? 

Q. — Where did Peter stop while at Jop- 
pa? 

Q. — What great truth was revealed to 
him at this place, and how was it made 
known ? Eelate the circumstance in your 
own words. Acts 10 : 9 — 15. 

Q.— After this what did Peter do ? 

A. — He went still more among the Gen- 
tiles, feeling that they were to" receive the 

rs i •_ sa_ n_i 
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Q. — Did he not return again to Jerusa- 
lem to preach there ? 

A. — He did. After visiting the newly 
planted Gentile churches, he preached in 
Jerusalem for a season. 

Q. — What trials and dangers came upon 
him this time ? 

A. — Herod, the King, cast him into pris- 
on, and- proposed to deliver him up to the 
Jews, who Wished to put him to death. 

O. — State all the circumstances connected 
with this event. 

Q. — Can you wonder that Peter should 
have had great faith in God after such a 
deliverance ? 

Q. — Where did Peter go after the angel 
had set him free ? (Acts 12 : 12.) 

Q. — What did Peter do after he had 
shown himself to his brethren ? (Acts 12 : 
17.) 

Q. — What did Herod do when he found 
that Peter had escaped ? 

Q. — What other evidence have we that 
Herod was a wicked man? (Acts 12: 
21—23.^ 
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Q. — How did the deliverance of Peter 
from prison effect the people in that region ? 

A. — There were many who believed in 
the God who had so signally displayed his 
power and love. 

Q. — Of what other important event in the 
life of Peter does the Bible inform us ? 

A.- — Of his argument in the general coun- 
cil, by which all the disciples were satisfied 
that the rule of circumcision was not to be 
imposed upon Gentile converts. (Acts 11.) 

Q. — From what you have learned thus 
far of the apostle Peter, what do you think 
of him as a man, and what position does it 
seem that he occupied among the other 
apostles? 

Note.— The persecution and general dispersion of the 
disciples at the time of Stephen's death should be more 
fully discussed and explained. The conduct and singular 
death of Herod, is a subject for further conversation, and 
suggests many practical and important ideas. 

The release of Peter from prison, and its tendency to 
confirm the apostles in their faith— the beauty and con- 
sistency of the whole narrative should be clearly seen by 
the class. 
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LESSON V. 



HIS TRAVELS, WRITINGS AND 
DEATH. 

§.^Did Peter travel much in his minis- 
ty among the churches ? 

4. — He preached in various parts of the 
rorld. 

Q. — Was he successful in his mission ? 

4. — He did much to enlarge the spirit- 
*1 kingdom of his Master, and to spread 
ie glad tidings of salvation in different 
Entries. 

Q. — Where did he go and tarry for a 
Qg time ? 
4. — To Rome. 

Q. — What can you say of Rome as she 
& at that time ? 

4. — Rome was at that time called the 
Distress of the world/' 
Q. — Why was she so called? 
Q. — How long did Peter remain there ? 
A. — Several years. 



4 
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Q. — By whom was he banished from 
Rome ? 

A. — By the Emperor Claudius, 

Q. — What was. the cause of his banish- 
ment? 

- A. — Nothing which he, as an individual 
had done, but because of some tumults 
which the Jews had raised, he being a 
Jew, was banished with his countrymen. 

Q. — To^what place did he go after leav- 
ing Kome ? 

A.— To Jerusalem. 

Q. — How long did he remain there ? 

A. — It is not known with any degree of 
certainty. 

Q. — What does Eusebius say of his visits 
to other places ? 

A. — He tells us that Peter visited several 
western sections of the continent, particu- 
larly what is now the Island of Great Brit- 
ain> where he remained for several years, 
preaching the gospel* 

Q. — Did he ever return to Rome again ? 

A. — He did; during the reign of the 
Emperor Nero. 
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Q. — What enemy did he encounter in 
that city who caused him much trouble ? 

A. — Simon Magus, who was a monster 
of impiety. 

Q. — What particular cause of hatred 
• had this man towards Peter ? (Acts 8 : 
18—24.) 

Q. — What did he do to injure the apos- 
tle ? 

A. — He did all in his power to awaken 
the hatred jof the Emperor towards all the 
Christians then at Rome. 

Q. — Did Peter know that Simon was in 
that way seeking to destroy him ? 

A. — He did ; but he went on with his 
work, trusting in God. 

Q. — Did Nero listen to the calumnies of 
Simon Magus ? 

A. — He did ; and he caused Peter and 
Paul to be arrested and thrust into prison. 

Q. — How long were they confined there ? 

A. — Eight or nine months. 

Q. — What work is it supposed that Pe- 
ter did during that time ? 
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A. — It is supposed that he wrote his seo 
ond Epistles while suffering that imprison- 
ment. 

Q. — How did his trial end ? 

A. — He was condemned to die. 

Q. — In what manner was he to die ? 

A. — He was condemned to be crucified. 

Q. — What request did he make, when 
going to the place of execution ?. 

A. — He asked the privilege of being cru- 
cified with his head downward, as he deem- 
ed himself unworthy to hang upon the cross 
as his Master, the Christ had done. 

Q. — Was his request granted ? 

A. — It was, and he died in that way. 

Q. — Where was he buried ? 

A. — In the Vatican, near the Appian 
Way, about two miles from Rome. 

Q.— Was his body taken up afterwards 
and removed? If so to what place ? 

A. — It was removed to Home, and now 
rests there. 

Note.— As the history of Peter closes with this lesson, 
let the teaoher go back and carefully review the events of 



OP TO!? APOSTLES. fS 



the apostle's life. Of his doctrines we shall speak In an- 
other part of this book. Set forth, as clearly a* possible, 
the striking features of this min's character, and while 
you teach the class to mark and condemn his acts of rash- 
ness and inconstancy in one period of h-s life, help them 
to see and admire his faithfulness and Christian herois'n 
in the close of his eventful life. 



LESSON VI. 

PAUL. HIS EABLY EDUCATION AND HIS 
CONVERSION. 

Q. — What is the first that is told in tke 
Scriptures concerning St. Paul ? 

A. — His name is first mentioned m con- 
nection with the martyrdom of Stephen). 
(Acts 8 : 1—3.) 

Q. — Is he there called Paul. 

Q. — Have we any account of his early 
history ? 

A. — We have. During his ministry he 
told where he was born, and where and how 
he was educated. 

Q. — Where do you find that aceount ? 

A. — In the Acts of the Apostles. (Acts 
24:1—4.) 
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Q. — Will you read it? 

Q. — Who was Gamaliel ? 

A. — He was a learned teacher of the 
Jewish law. 

Q. — Of what particular sect ? 

A. — 0£ the sect called Pharisees. 

Q. — What did Paul mean by saying that 
he was brought up at the feet of ?hat man? 

A. — That he was taught by him. Ga- 
maliel was his teacher. 

Q. — Was his name Paul while he was 
the pupil of that Jewish doctor ? 

Q. — Why was he called Saul of Tarsus ? 

A. — Because he was a descendant of the 
tribe of Benjamin, and that people gave the 
name Saul to their sons ever after the time 
of Bang Saul, who was a Benjaminite. He 
was called Saul of Tarsus, because he was 
born in Tarsus. 

Q. — How did Saul treat the Christians, 
shortly after the ascension of our Saviour ? 

A. — He persecuted them, and sought to 
imprison and put them to death. 

Q. What part did Saul take in the mar- 
tyrdom of Stephen ? 
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Q. — What does he say of his acts of per- 
secution? (Acts 26 : 10, 11.) 

Q. — What was the effect of his cruel 
acts? (Acts 11: 19—21. 

Q. — Must he not have been a very wick* 
ed man to have hated the Christians so bad- 
ly? 

A. — He must have been a great bigot, 
and doubtless a very hard hearted man at 
that time ; but we are not at liberty to cafl 
him a very wicked man. 

Q._Why not ? 

A. — Because he thought it to be his du- 
ty to persecute the Christians. (Acts 26: 

9.) 

Q. — (That answer presents us with a 
most important subject for consideration, 
and I will call it up at the close of this Les- 
son.) Please to tell me now where Saul was 
going when he first became aware that God 
did not approve of his acts of cruelty 
towards the Christians ? (Act 9 : 1 — 4.) 

A. — From Jerusalem to Damascus. 

Q. — Will you relate the story of his con- 
version ? 
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Q. — Is it not probable that a considera- 
ble time elapsed between the death of Ste- 
phen and the conversion of Saul ? (Acts 8 : 
3—4, and 11 : 19—21.) 
* Q. — During the time of persecution, how- 
were the Christians affected when they 
heard that Saul was near them ? (Acts 9: 
13, 14.) 



Note.— There are but few questions set down in this 
Lesson because they suggest so much which needs com- 
ment or explanation. And first, as the most important 
matter of which to converse, forget not the promised ex- 
planation in regard to the character of Saul, while he was 
persecuting the Christians. Show how circumstances and 
education will aifect opinions and determine asts. Show 
as clearly as possible what it is that constitutes a sinful 
or wicked act. 

If a man does as he thinks he is required to do by the 
duty he owes to God, and is mistaken in regard to that 
duty, is he therefore wicked ? Be very careful in explain- 
ing this matter, for it presents some difficulties. 

Explain in regard to the Jewish law. What was it T 
Talk of the conversion of Paul — the light — the voice — his 
blindness, &c. Show that Paul acted like a conscientious 
and strictly honest man, as soon as he was convinced of 
his former errors. 
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LESSON vn. 

PAUIi. HOW HE DECIDED TO ACT 
AFTER HIS CONVERSION, AND HOW 
HE WAS RECEIVED BY THE OTHER 
APOSTLES. 

Q. — What was the first act of Paul after 
he received his sight ? (Acts 9 : 18.) 

Q. — Did he go back to Jerusalem to give 
the Jewish Eulers an account of his mis- 
sion ? 

Q._What did he do ? (Acts 9 : 20.) 

Q. — What did the people of Damascus 
think of this ? 

Q. — What do you understand by what 
is said in the 22 verse of the 9th chapter 
of Acts ? 

A — That his faith in Jesus Christ grew 
stronger. He -saw more and more clearly 
that Jesus was the promised Messiah ; and 
his wisdom increased, so that more and more 
clearly he could prove this to the unbeliev- 
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ing Jews. He confounded them by his ar- 
guments. 

Q. — How did the Jews feel towards him ? 

Q. — What did they seek to do to him ? 

Q. — Were they quite in earnest in regard 
to it ? 

Q. — How did he escape from them ? 

Q. — To what place did Paul then depart ? 
(Acts 9 : 26.) 

Q. — Did he go back to report to the rul- 
ers in regard to his mission to Damascus ? 

Q. — To whom did he go ? 

Q. — What kind of a reception did he 
meet ? (Acts 9 : 26.) 

Q. — Is it probable that the disciples at 
Jerusalem had heard of Paul's conversion 
at this time ? 

A. — Doubtless they had not. 

Q. If they had not, is it strange that 
they doubted his sincerity when he profess- 
ed to be a believer in Jesus ? 

Q. — If some one who had been your very 
bitter enemy should come to you and say 
that he had become your friend, would you 
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not wish for some evidence, of his sincerity 
before you received him into your confi- 
dence ? 

Q. — How were the apostles finally satis- 
fied? 

A. — In several ways. First Barnabas, 
who, it seems, had been knowing to the 
facts connected with Paul's conversion, gave 
them his testimony. Second, when they 
had seen and conversed with Paul, they 
found that his heart was filled with love 
for Jesus. Third, they saw him withstand- 
ing the Jews, and heard him preaching the 
gospel to the enemies of the Saviour. 

Q. — Who were the Grecians, spoken of 
in the 29th verse ? 

A. — It is supposed that they were Jews 
who were born in Greece, or, who at least 
spoke thi Greek language and were not 
natives of Judea. 

Q. — How did those Grecians feel towards 
Paul? 

Q. — How did the other apostles and 
Christians at Jerusalem show that they lov- 
ed Paul and no longer distrusted him ? 
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A. — By saving him from the murderous 
hands of those Grecians, and sending him 
away in safety. 

Q. — To what place did they send him ? 

A. — They brought him down to Cesarea 
and sent him to Tarsus. 

Q. — Had he ever been in Tarsus before ? 

Q. — Why should Paul have suffered 
more from persecution at Jerusalem than 
the other apostles did ? 

A. — For several reasons. First, he bad 
been a prominent man among those who 
had persecuted the Christians, and they 
hated him the more because of the loss they 
suffered when he left them. Then, again, 
he was a learned man, and able to do much 
for Christianity. Finally, they could not 
contend against him successfully in argu- 
ment, but were confounded in his presence. 

Q. — Are selfish and mean men apt to 
hate those . who are their superiors in wis- 
dom and goodness ? 

Q. — How was it that Paul was -able to 
-preach so soon after he was converted to 
Christianity ? 
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A. — The Holy Spirit assisted him. 

Q. — What, probably, was the character 
of his first preaching ? 

A. — He preached Jesus ; and it is prob- 
able that his discourses consisted in showing 
that Jesus had lived a pure and unexcep- 
tionable life : that he had wrought miracles 
which God must have helped him perform : 
that he was crucified and buried ; that after 
three days he arose from the dead, and was 
seen by large numbers of living witnesses, 
and finally that he ascended into heaven. 

Q.— What conclusion did he proclaim as 
a necessary sequence of such facts ? 

-4. — He declared that Jesus was the true 
Messiah, the Saviour of the world. 

Q. — What was the great necessity of 
those times ? 

A. — That men should believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, as " the Sent of God." 

(J).— Is it probable that the apostles took 
texts and preached sermons as ministers do 
in these days ? 

Q. — What did Paul say of the character 
of his preaching ? (1 Cor. 2 : 2.) 
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Note. — Talk with the class about the original meaning 
of the word preach. Illustrate by the preaching of John 
the Baptist, and by the first preaching of Jesus. 

Show that Paul could be well qualified for such preach- 
ing in a short time after he had seen his former error. 
Impress upon the minds of your scholars how it was nec- 
essary in those days to preach nothing but Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified. 



LESSON VIII. 

PAUL. HIS MINISTRY. 

Q. — What was done to Paul and to Bar- 
nabas soon after the events of which men- 
tion is made in the previous lesson ? 

A. — They were "set apart" to preach 
the gospel in other places, by prayer, fast- 
ing, and the imposition of hands. 

Q. — To what place did they first go ? 

A. — To Selucia. 

Q. — Did they tarry there ? 

A. — A short time only. 
Q. — From thence, where did they journey ? 
A. — To Salamis, in the Island of Cypress. 

Q. — What place of worship did they find 
there ? 



OF THE APOSTLES. 43 

A. — A synagogue of the Jews, in which 
they preached. 

Q. — In what direction from Selucia is 
Salamis ? 

Q. — What other place in the Island did 
they visit ? 

A. — The city of Paphos. 

Q. — What officer resided there ? 

A. — Sergius Paulus, the Pro-consul of 
the Island. 

Q. — What can you say of that man ? 

A. — He was a man of great wisdom, but 
at that time he had been deceived and led 
astray by an impostor. 

Q. — Who was that impostor ? 

A. — He * was a Jew, and his name was 
Bafr-Jesus. He opposed the apostles with 
great violence. 

Q. — What happened to him in conse- 
quence of his wicked acts ? 

A. — He was stricken with blindness. 

(^, — Does God punish moral offences by 
physical calamities ? 

A, — He sometimes arouses the moral 
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consciousness by a great physical calamity ; 
but the direct punishment of moral evil is 
moral suffering. 

Q. — Does not God manifest himself in 
such visible and startling judgments for 
other purposes than that of punishment ? 

Q. — What other purpose was accom- 
plished in the judgment that fell upon Bar- 
Jesus? (Acts 13: 12.) 

•Q. — What was another name of that sor- 
cerer ? 

Q. — To what place did Paul go after 
leaving the Island of Cypress ? (Acts 13 : 
13, 14.) 

Q. — What class of people must Paul 
have found there, seeing that he went into 
a synagogue ? 

Q. — Is there anything in the 16th verse 
of the chapter last referred to which shows 
that you are right in your answer ? 

Q. — To what record did Paul refer as he 
addressed the people ? 

A. — To the Jewish record, which gave 
promise of the coming Saviour. 
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Q. — What did he seek to show ? (Acta 
13: 16—40.) 

Q. — What effect did this statement of 
facts and his exhortation have upon them ? 
(Acts 13 : 43.) 

Q. — Were there jany Gentiles present ? 

Q. — What request was made of Paul by 
them ? 

Q.— - What is said of the congregation 
which assembled the next -Sun i! ay ? 

Q. — How were the Jews affected by that 
gathering ? 

Q. — Had they found any fault with the 
facts stated by Paul previously to that time ? 

A. — Nothing appears in the record to 
show that they were at all dissatisfied till 
they saw so many Gentiles listening to the 
great preacher, and then they began to de- 
nounce his teachings. 

Q. — Why should they have been envi- 
ous of the Gentiles ? 

JL— Several causes operated to make 
them so. First, they considered the Gen- 
tiles as heathen — as having no right to any 
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special favor from God. Again, it would 
seem from the record, that the Gentiles were 
greatly interested in the preaching, and 
perhaps received more attention from the 
speaker than the Jews did. But the chief 
cause was evidently this : viz. — that the 
(Grentiles heard the word without being re- 
proached as a people for the crucifixion of 
Jesus ; while the Jews felt deeply the stain 
which that act left upon their national char- 
acter. 

Q.— Is it not common for persons who 
are envious, jealous, or offended to act in a 
very inconsistent way ? 

Q. — How did Paul rebuke the Jews, and 
what important announcement did he make 
to them at that time ? (Acts 13 : 46.) 

Q. — Were there any other of the apostles 
with Paul except Barnabas ? 

Q. — Did Paul and Barnabas turn away 
from the Jews, and engage in preaching the 
gospel to the Gentiles, because they were 
offended with the Jews ? (Acts 13 : 47.) 

Q. — What other passage of Scripture can 
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you repeat which refers to this same sub- 
ject? 

A. — A passage in Rom. 11 : 25, 26. 

Q. — What did the Gentiles say when 
they heard the announcement of the apos- 
tles ? 

Q. — Did the apostles remain long in that 
city? 

Q. — Who were referred to by the words 
devout and honorable women in verse 50 ? 

A. — Devout and wealthy Jewish women, 
believers in all the Jewish traditions. 

Q. — What did the apostles do when they 
left that city ? 

Note.— In the rehearsal of this lesson the teacher should 
refer to the map of St. Paul's travels, and point out the 
different places herein named which he visited. The du- 
ties of a pro-consul should be stated. 

What is said of the judgment that fell up<m Bar-Jesus 
should be more fully illustrated. Use as illuWrations the 
Flood, some of the experiences of Israel, &c. In a state 
of ignorance and great moral debasement such startling 

ghysical calamities are necessary to arouse the moral sense, 
peak freely of the final work to be effected by the gospel 
when the fulness of the Gentiles shall come in. 
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LESSON IX. 

PAUL. HIS MINISTRY CONTINUED. 

Q. — Which way and how far from An- 
tioch is Ieonium ? 

$.— On reaching this last named place, 
where did Paul and Barnabas go ? (Acts 
14 : 1.) 

Q. — What effect was produced by their 
preaching in that place ? 

Q. — Did the Jews keep quiet, and allow 
the apostles to proceed with their work ? 

Q. — What opportunity was afforded by 
the opposition ? (Acts 14 : 3.) 

Q. — Explain more fully* what is meant 
by that i*rse. 

Q. — From Iconium where did Paul go ? 

Q. — What wonderful work was perform- 
ed by Paul at Lystra ? Where is Lystra ? 

Q. — What did the people say when they 
saw the miracle ? 

Q. — What did they attempt to do in con- 
sequence of that miracle ? (14 : 12, 13.) 
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Q. — Did the apostles take advantage of 
their superstition and allow themselves to 
be called gods ? 

Q. — Did the veneration of the people for 
Paul and Barnabas continue long ? (14 : 
19.) 

Q.— Did they kill Paul ? 

Q. — State by what route he journeyed 
back to Antioch again, and what places he 
visited. 

Q. — What report did he make to the 
church on his return ? 

Q. — In what place were they at that 
time ? 

Q. — Did they remain there for any length 
of time ? 

Q. — What difference of opinion prevailed 
among the disciples at that time ? 

A. — A difference in regard to the rite of 
circumcision. This was. a Jewish rite, by 
which, under the law of Moses, the male 
children were set apart as members of the 
household of faith, or in a certain sense, 
dedicated unto the Lord. 
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Q. — What was the matter in dispute ? 

A. — Whether the Gentiles could belong 
to the church of Christ unless they submit- 
ted to that rite. 

Q. — What was done in regard to it? 
(Acts 15 : 2.) 

Q. — As Paul and Barnabas journeyed 
towards Jerusalem, what did they do? 
(15 : 3.) 

Q. — Did Peter think that circumcision 
was necessary to the salvation of the Gen- 
tiles? (15: 11) 

Q. — What was the final decision upon 
that point ? 

A. — That the Gentiles were not bound 
to observe that requirement of the Jewish 
rite, but if they refrained from evil works 
they would be reckoned among the disciples. 

Q. — Who returned to Antioch with Paul 
and Barnabas ? (15 : 22.) 

Q. — In the next journey to preach among 
the Gentiles, whom did Paul take with him? 
(15 t 40.) 

Q.— Where did they go ? 
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A. — Back again, through Syria and Ci- 
licia to Derbe and Lystra. 

Q. — What is said of the results of that 
journey ? (Acts 15 : 4, 5.) 

Q. — What vision did Paul have shortly 
after this? (16: 9.) 

Q.— What did Paul think of it, and what 
did he do ? 

Q. — Point out on the map of Paul's trav- 
els the way by which he went from Antioch 
to Philippi. 

Q. — In what country was thi«? 

Q. — How far and which way from Jeru- 
salem ? 

Q. — As you sit here, very far away from 
these places, will you try and point your 
finger towards them ? Let all the class try 
this. 

Q. — Of what country was Philippi a 
chief, city ? 

Q.— What befel Paul and Silas at this 
place ? 

A. — They were cast into prison. 

Q. — What happened to them while in 
prison? (16: 23—27.) 
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Q. — What great result came of that dis- 
play of God's power ? (16: 27—33,) 

Q ; — What do you learn from the rest of 
this chapter about the nobleness of Paul ? 

Note.— -Explain to the class the cause of that attempt 
■which was made at Lystra to worship Paul and Barnabas. 
Talk about the nature of the churches that were planted 
among the Gentles. Talk of the courage unci true noble- 
ness of Paul and Silas, What was necessary to be believ- 
ed before baptism was conferred. Explain fully the pro- 
scription of meats offered to idols. What were those 
meats, and why were they forbidden? Explain what 
fruits grew out of this visit to the Philippians ? 



LESSON X. 

PAUL. HIS MINISTRY CONTINUED.. 

Q.-^- After Paul had been released from 
prison, what was his first act ? 

A. — He comforted his brethren. . He 
showed them that the Lord was with him, 
and converted his imprisonment, which had 
caused them great sorrow, into a source of 
exceeding joy. 
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Q. — In what direction did he then go, 
and to what place ? (Acta 17 : 1.) 

Q. — What do we learn of the character 
of Paul, or of his love of worship, from the 
2d verse of the chapter just named ? 

Q. — What did he preach there during 
those three Sabbaths ? 

Q. — What, was his success ? 

Q. — Did his old enemies, the Jews, 
trouble him in that place ? 

Q.—Whsit did they do ? 

Q. — Do you know if this was Paul's first 
visit to Thessalonica ? 

Q.^ — What one of the epistles of Paul 
shows the fruit of Paul's labors in this 
place ? 

Q. — To what place did he go on leaving 
Thessalonica ? 

Q. — How was his love for his country- 
men, the Jews, shown in Berea ? 

A. — Persecuted as he had been by them 
in other places, he still resolved to do them 
good, and he entered into their synagogue 
and preached unto them of Jesus and the 
resurrection. 
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Q. — How was he received in that place ? 

Q. — Where did he then go ? 

Q.— In what direction from Philippi was 
Thessalonica ? 

Q. — How far distant ? 

A. — About one hundred twenty miles. 

Q. — In what direction is Athens from 
Thessalonica ? 

Q.— How far ? 

Q. — Whom did Paul leave behind him 
whbn he went to Athens ? 

A. — Silas and Timotheus, or Timothy, as 
he is called in other parts of the Scripture. 

Q. — While in Athens, waiting for the 
coming of his two companions, how did 
Paul employ his time? (Acts 17 : 16,17.) 

Q. — What did the people think of him ? 
(17: 18—20.) 

Q. — What was the religion of the Athe- 
nians? 

Q. — How was Paul able to Use their ex- 
cessive idolatry as a door to Christian faith ? 
(17: 22,23.) 

Q. — Did Paul stay long in Athens ? 
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Q. — Did he make any converts to Chris- 
tianity there ? 

Q. — To what place did Paul go on leav- 
ing Athens ? 

Q. — What fact is recorded of him which 
shows us that he was industrious, and not 
ashamed to labor with his hands ? (Acts 
18 : 2, 3.) • 

Q. — Did he in this place also seek to con- 
vert his countrymen, the Jews ? 

Q. — When they were violent in their op- 
position to him, what did he say to them ? 
(18: 6.) 

Q. — What message did he receive from 
God about that time ? (18 : 9, 10.) 

Q — How long did he stay in Corinth ? 

Q. — How does it appear that Paul made 
many converts at Corinth, and established 
a church there ? 

A. — By the letters which he afterwards 
wrote to them. 

Q. — What are those letters called ? 

A. — Epistles to the Corinthians. 
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Note,— Dwell upon the second answer in this lesson, 
and show that Goa often gives man comfort and joy from 
those events which at first cause great sorrow. Show the 
class how much like Jesus, Paul was in his love for the 
Jews, and in his great efforts to bless them. Give a full 
account of the prevalent religion of Athens. Tell the class 
who the Epicureans and Stoics .were. Explain how it was 
that so many different nationalities were represented 
there. Talk about Mars-hill and the Areopagus. If the 
teacher would perform his duty faithfully in hearing and 
explaining the lesson, he must prepare himself by a careful 
study. Do not fail to set before the class a true idea of 
Paul's trust in God, which alone could enable him to 
stand up so boldly, and all alone in a heathen city, and 
preach were. 



LESSON XL 

PAUL. HIS MINISTRY CONTINUED. 

Q. — During the stay of Paul at Corinth, 
what epistles did he write ? 

A. — The First and Second Epistles to 
the Thessalonians. 

Q. — After leaving Corinth, what long 
journey did he undertake, and for what 
purpose ? 

A* — A journey to Jerusalem to keep the 
Passover. 
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Q. — How did he go, at what places did 
he call, and about how long was that jour- 
ney ? • 

Q. — Why did he call at different places 
in making that journey ? . 

A. — That he might comfort and confirm 
the converts to Christianity which he had 
previously made. 

Q. — On his return from Jerusalem what 
did he do ? (Acts 18 : 23, 24.) 

Q. — Where did he next fix his abode ? 
(Acts 19 : 1.) 

Q. — Whose disciples did he find there ? 

A. — Some who had been converted long 
before by the preaching of John, or by some 
of John's disciples, and had been baptized 
unto John's baptism, that is, unto repent- 
ance. 

Q. — What did Paul say, and what did 
they do? (19: 4,5.) 

Q. — How long did Paul stay at Ephesus ? 

Q. — In what place did he teach the peo- 
ple ? (19 : 8, 9.) 

Q. — What did Paul do which helped to 
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convince the people that he was sent of God 
to teach them ? (19 : 11, 12.) " 

Ql — During his stay at Ephesus, what 
epistle did Paul write ? 

A* — His dj)istle to the Galatians. 

Q. — What was the success of Paul's min- 
istry in Ephesus. (19: 20.) 

Q. — To what place did he then go ? 

A. — To visit and comfort the churches in 
Macedonia. 

Q. — How did he take leave of the breth- 
ren at Ephesus ? (Acts 20 : 1.) 

Q. — In what places in Macedonia had 
Paul helped to plant churches previously 
to that time ? 

Q. — From Macedonia whither did he 
journey ? 

Q. — What epistle had he written during 
his stay in Macedonia ? 

A, — His secQnd epistle to the Corinthi- 
ans. 

Q. — What other epistle did he write 
about that time ? 

A. — His epistle to Timothy, whom he 
left at Ephesus. , 
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Q. — How long did he remain in Greece ? 

Q. — What Epistle did he write while 
there? 

A. — His epistle to the Romans. 

Q. — From Greece whence did lie purpose 
to go ? 

A. — To Jerusalem once more. 

Q. — On reaching Miletus what did he 
do? (Acts LO: 17.) 

Q. — After a statement to them of his 
labors and life, what did he say which gave 
them great sorrow ? (Acts 20 : 22 — 25-) 

Q. — What were his words on leaving 
them ? (20 : 32.) 

Q. — How did he part from them ? 20 : 
36—38.) 

Q. — On his journey to Jerusalem what 
warning did he have, not to proceed ? (Acts 
21: 4,10,11,12.) 

Q. — What answer did Paul make to 
those prophesies and entreaties ? (21 : 13.) 



Note.— Give a description of the Feast of the Passover. 
Explain the meaning of the " Day of Pentecost." Have 
the class point out on the map the situation of the places 
Paul visited in this last named journey. Speak of the 
Eastern custom of embracing when friends meet or part. 
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LESSON XII. 

PAUL. HIS MINISTRY CONCLUDED, "HIS 
DEATH. 

Q. — Did Paul meet with that persecution 
at Jerusalem which his friends had predict- 
ed? 

Q.— From whom did the persecution 
come ? 

• Q« — Of what was Paul accused ? (Acts 
21 : £8.) 

Q. — Was there any truth in the accusa- 
tion? 

Q. — Might not those who accused him 
have thought that he had polluted the Tem- 
ple ? 

Q— What did they do with Paul? 
(Acts 21 : 30.) 

Q. : — How was he rescued from their 

hands and saved from a violent death ? 
(21 : 31, 32.) 

Q: — Who did this captain suppose that 
Paul was? (21: 38.) 
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Q. — After Paul had been permitted to 
speak to the assembled multitude in his 
own defence, what did the Captain order 
to have done with him ? 

§. — What saved him from that suffer- 
ing ? 

A. — The fact that he was Roman and un- 
condemned. 

Q. — Before what magistrates was he first 
brought ? 

A. — Those composing the court of San- 
hedrim. 

Q. — What high priest was present ? 

A. — Ananias. 

Q. — When Paul plead his innocence be- 
fore them, what did Ananias command ? 

A. — He commanded those who stood by 
to smite Paul on the mouth. 

Q. — What did the apostle reply to this 
outrage ? 

A. — God shall smite thee, thou whited 
wall. 

Q. — When the apostle knew that it was 
the high priest to whom he had thus spok- 
en, what did he say ? (Acts 23 : 5.) 
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Q. — How did Paul manage to find ad- 
vocates in that assembly ? (23 : 6 — 10.) 

Q. — What words of encouragement did 
he receive the night following? (23 : 11.) 

Q. — What did certain Jews do which 
seemed to put his life in immediate jeopar- 
dy ? 

Q. — In what way did Paul escape ? 

A. — He managed to be sent away under 
guard to Felix, the governor. 

Q. — Did the Jews follow him ? 

A. — They did, but pot to fulfil their vow, 
for he was under such legal protection that 
they could not hope to do that. They fol- 
lowed to accuse him before the governor, 
and to secure his condemnation. 

Q. — Of what did they accuse him? 
(Acts 24 : 5, 6.) 

Q. — What was his answer ? (24 : 10 
-21.) 

Q. — What was the descision of Felix, 
the governor ? 

A. — He delayed, hoping that Paul would 
give him money to free him. He set a sol- 
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dier to have Paul in charge, but allowed 
him to go from place to place about the 
town and to see his friends. 

Q. — How long did Paul remain under 
that charge ? (Acts 24 : 27.) 

Q. — To whom was he then delivered ? 

A. — To Festus, who succeeded Felix in 
the office of governor. 

Q. — Did the Jews then make another 
effort to have Paul condemned ? (Acts 
(25: 1—3.) 

Q. — Did they succeed in that murderous 
purpose ? 

Q. — How did Paul escape them ? 

A. — He appealed unto the Roman Em- 
peror. 

Q. — Before he was sent to Rome, what 
other magistrate listened to his defence ? 
(25 : 22.) 

Q. — What did Festus say of the inno- 
cence of Paul, when he presented him be- 
fore the King? (25 : 25—27.) 

Q.— How was King Agrippa affected by 
Paul's defence ? (Acts 26 : 28.) 
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Q. — What did the King say concerning 
Paul's innocence ? (26 : 32.) 

Q. — Was Paul sent to Caesar ? 

Q. — What was the result ? 

A. — He was acquitted. 

Q. — How long did he remain in Rome ? 
(Acts 28 : 30.) 
• Q.— How did he occupy his time ? 

A. — In preaching and in writing to the 
churches. 

— Q. — What epistles were written from 
Rome ? 

A. — The epistle to the Ephesians and 
the epistle to the Hebrews. 

Q.— Where did Paul then go ? 

A. — Accompanied by Timothy, he went 
. into Spain, and as some writers say, into 
Great Britain. 

Q. — Did he ever return to Jerusalem ? 

.4.— He did not. 

Q. — In what place did he die, and what, 
was the manner of his death ? 

A. — He died in Rome. He returned 
there about the time of the persecution of 
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the Christians by the Emperor Nero, was 
imprisoned with Peter and others, and final- 
ly was beheaded by a decree from that wick- 
ed tyrant. 

Q. — Why was he not crucified as Peter 
was? 

A.— He was a Roman citizen and claim? 
ed the right to die like a Roman. 

Q. — Where was he buried ? 

A. — About two miles from Rome. 

Q- — How did Constantine the Great do 
honor to his memory ? 

A. — About the year 317, he built a state- 
ly church over his grave, and adorned it 
with a hundred marble columns. 



Note. — There is much in this Lesson of which the teach- 
er should talk with his class. 

Explain to the class in regard to the accusation of pol- 
luting the Temple. Show what duty the Captain and his 
centurions performed in" the Roman Empire and provin*- 
cee. What officers in our country stand in the same rela- 
tion to the civil law ? What were the duties of the High 
Priest? Describe the Sanhedrim. Explain in regard to 
Jewish law and the Roman law, and show how the two 
could exist and be in force in the same province, yet not 
conflict with each other. (See Acts 24 : 6.) Dwell much 
upon the grandeur of Paul's defence before Agrippa. 
Make the class feel that Paul was a great and wonderful 
man." Show wherein he seemed to be master of both the 
Jewish and R"ro»n law. - Explain to the class what the 
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condition of Great Britain was when Paul visited it. That 
is, in the first century. Show what Spain was at that 
time. Give the class a description of the Emperor Nero. 



lesson xm. 

ANDREW. HIS DISCIPLESHIP, MINISTRY 
AND DEATH. 

Q. — Where was that disciple bom whose 
name was Andrew ? 

A. — In Bethsaida, a city of Galilee. 

Q, — Where was that city located ? 

A.— On the banks of the Lake Genesa- 
reth. , % 

Q. — Who were some of the near kindred 
of Andrew ? 

A. — Simon Peter was his brother, and he 
was the son of John or Jonas, a fisherman 
of Bethsaida. 

Q. — What occupation did Andrew fol- 
low in the early part of his life ? 

A. — He lived and labored with his father 
as a fisherman. 
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Q. — What event first turned his atten- 
tion in another direction ? 

A. — The preaching of John the Baptist, 

Q. — Did he become a disciple of John ? 

Q. — How was his attention first directed 
to Jesus, the Saviour ? 

A. — By the words of John the Baptist. 
(John 1 : 35, S6.) 

Q. — What did he do when he heard that 
announcement ? (John 1 : 37 — 39.) 

Q. — When, a short time after this, An- 
drew found his brother Simon, what did he 
say of Jesus ? (John 1 : 41.) 

Q. — Did Andrew at that time become 
the disciple of Jesus ? 

A. — He did not. He returned to his 
father. 

Q. — How long after this before he be- 
came a disciple of the Master ? 

A. — About one year. 

Q. — State the circumstances connected 
with the call to discipleship which he re- 
ceived? (Mark 1: 16— 18.) 

Q. — How do we know that he remained 
with Jesus ? (Matt. 10 : 2—4.) 
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Q. — Was Andrew one of the most prom- 
inent of the disciples ? . 

Q. — What do we know of bim after the 
death and ascension of Jesus ? 

-4.— He was present when the Holy 
Spirit descended upon the apostles, and he 
was afterwards chosen to preach the Gos- 
pel in Scythia and the countries round 
about. 

Q.— Where is Scythia ? 

A. — On the shores of the Euxine Sea, or 
Black Sea. 

Q. — How did he succeed in his ministry ? 

A. — He met with great difficulties, but 
by a wonderful patience and resolution he 
overcame them all. 

Q. — In what place did he preach for 
nearly two years ? 

A. — In Nice, or Nicsea. 

Q. — Where was that city situated, and 
for what was it afterwards made famous in 
history? 

. A. — It was situated on the east shore of 
Lake Ascania, in Bithynia, a short distance 
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S. E. of Constantinople. It was afterwards 
noted in the history of the Christian church 
as being the place where the grand council 
was assembled, by order of Constantine the 
Great, to settle the Arian controversy ; and 
where a creed was put forth, which, as 
amended in 381, is called the Nicene Creed. 

Q. — In what other city did Andrew stay 
for a considerable time ? 

A. — In Sinope, on the Euxine Sea. 

Q. — For what was that city remarkable? 

A. — As being the place where King Mi- 
thridates was born and buried. 

Q. — What were the experiences of An- 
drew at this place ? 

A. — He suffered violent persecution from 
a class of Jews who had settled there. 
They sought to burn the house in which he 
was staying, and finally set upon him and 
beat and wounded him, leaving him only 
when they supposed he was dead. 

Q. — Was he dead as they supposed ? 

A. — No ; the Lord was with him, and he 
recovered as by a miracle, and succeeded 
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at last in converting some of the very men 
who had tried to murder him. 

Q. — What more do we know of him ? 

A. — We learn that he returned to Jeru- 
salem for a short season, and finally died at 
Petrala. 

Q. — By what death did he die ? 

A. — He was scourged and crucified. 

Q. — Of what was he accused ? 

A. — Of inducing the people to renounce 
..their belief in the heathen gods, and to turn 
aside from their acts of idolatry. 

q — What can you say of his appearance 
and fortitude in the hour of his approaching 
torture. 

A.-*- He walked to the place of execution 
with a cheerful countenance, insomuch that 
the people who saw him exclaimed, " An 
innocent man has been condemned to die." 
He saluted the cross as he came in eight of 
it, and said he was ready to embrace it, as 
it had been consecrated by the body of Je- 
sus. 

Q. — What was the form of the cross on 
which he died ? 
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A\ — It was in the form of the letter x, and 
had bean spoken of as St, Andrew's crcs3, to 
distinguish it from the one on which the 
Saviour died. 

Q. — How do we obtain the information 
which is given in the answers to the fore- 
going questions ? 

A. — Mostly from the works of the early 
Christian fathers. The young student of sa- 
cred history will find these facts, and many 
others, stated in the different lives of the 
apostles, which are to be found in all large 
public libraries. 

JIote. — Explain how it appears that Andrew was not a 
disciple of Jesus for about a year after he first saw and 
. conversed with him. Give the class a knowledge of the 
Arian Controversy, and dessribe the Council of Nice. 
Give an idea of* the Nicene Creed. Impress upon the 
mind of the scholar the great fact that God must have been 
with Andrew in his ministry. 
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.LESSON XIV. 

JAMES AND JOHN. . THEIR MINISTRY AND 
DEATH. 

Q. — How were the two disciples named 
James distinguished from each other ? 
y4, — By the qualifying words Great aac| 

Q. — Of which one are we to talk ii* this 
J/esspn? 

A. — James the Great. 

Q. — Whose son was he ? (Luke 5 : 10.) 

Q. — Is the John named in that verse the 
same as the John of whom this Lesson 
treats ? 

Q. — Then James and John were broth- 
ers, were they not ? 

Q. — What was their occupation ? (Luke 
5 : 11.) 

Q. — With whom were they partners in 
that business ? 

.4.— With Simon Peter. 
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Q. — Relate the event which transpired 
at the time they were called to be disciples ? 

Q. — What position did James and John 
occupy among the disciples an4 wit.h the 
Master ? 

A. — They wewe honored with special 
marks of esteem and confidence. 

Q. — How did Jesus show his special re- 
gard for them ? 

A. — They were admitted to the most in- 
timate companionship, and were with him 
on some occasions when the others were 
left behind. 

Q. — Name the occasions of special favor 
to which you have referred ? 

A. — When he raised the daughter of 
Jarius from the dead, when he was trans- 
figured on the mount, and in the hour of 
his agony in the Garden of Gethsernane, 
James and John were of the favored three 
who were with him. 

Q. — What other mark of special favor 
did those two disciples receive from their 
Lord ? 
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A. — They received from him a new name. 
• Q. — What did Jesus call them ? 

A. — Boanerges, or the sons of thunder. 

Q. — After the ascension *of the Saviour, 
where did* the apostle James labor ? 

A. — He preached to the dispersed Jews 
in different parts of Judea ; to those who 
were dispersed at the death of Stephen. 

Q. — What can you say of the length of 
his ministry ? 

A. — It was very brief; he was the first 
of the twelve apostles to suffer death. 

Q. — By whom and in what year was he 
executed ? 

A. — By order of Herod Agvippa, in the 
year 44. • 

Q. — Who was ^beheaded at the same 
time ? 

A. — The man who had been his accuser. 
He was converted after he testified, and at 
the time of the execution fell down at the 
apostle's het and begge.d to be forgiven. 
The apostle forgave and blessed him, and 
then he publicly avowed himself a Christian, 
whereupon he was executed. 
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Q. — Does it appear that James and John 
were acquainted with Jesus for some time 
before they were called ? 

Q. — la it probable that John was a dis- 
ciple of John the Baptist ? 

A. — It is supposed that he was that oth- 
er disciple, referred to in the first chapter 
of his gospel, 40th verse. 

Q. — What can you say of his age ? 

A. — He was much the youngest of the 
apostles. 

Q. — What very special mark of favor did 
Jesus bestow upon him ? "(Jdm 19 : 
2G, 27.) 

Q, — After thfc ascension of Jesus, when 
the disciples made a division of their field 
of labor, what part fell to John ?. 

A. — That of Asia. 

Q. — Did he depart at once for that 
country ? 

A. — He remained at Jerusalem in charge 
of the mother of Jesus, probably about fif- 
teen years, or until her death. He then en- 
tered upon his field of labor which had fallen 
to his share. 



76 THE LIVES AND DOCTRINES 

Q. — What churches arose as the fruits of 
his labors ? 

A. — Those of Smyrna, Pergamos, Thya- 
tira, Sardii, Philadelphia; Laodicea, and 
others. 

Q. — Of what did Domitian accuse him ? 

A. — Of being a public subverter of the 
religion of the empire, that is, of heathen 
religion. 

Q. — What decree was made against him? 

A. — It was ordered that he should be 
cast into a caldron of boiling oil. 

Q. — Was the sentence executed upon 
him? 

A. — It was ; but a great miracle was 
wrought in his behalf, and his life was 
saved. 

Q. — Did that miracle convince the wick- 
ed Emperor that John was a servant of the 
true God ? 

A. — It did not, for his heart hardened 
that he might send John, away to a place 
where God had determined that he should 
go. 
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A. — Where was he sent ? 

A. — He was banished to the Isle of Pat- 
mos. 

Q. — What did he do while there ? 

A. — He instructed the inhabitants in the 
Christian religion and wrote his Book of 
Revelation. 

Q. — Did John return again to Asia ? 

A. — He did, on the death of Domitian, 
who was succeeded on the throne by Narva, 
who repealed the odious laws which his 
predecessor had enacted. 

Q.— What is known of John, after his re- 
turn to Asia ? 

A. — With the assistance of other apos- 
tles, he took upon himself the charge of the 
large diocese of Asia Minor, and travelled 
largely among the churches for many years, 

Q. — How old was he when he died ? 

A. — Ninety-seven. 

Q. — What were the characteristics of 
this disciple ? 

A. — He was very humble, very loving, 
very firm and bold, and altogether such a 
man as to be " the loved disciple." 
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Q. — What books of the New Testament 
did he write ? 

Note.— Explain that the favor enjoyed by James and 
John did not exhibit partiality in Jesus. Why were James 
and John called ** son3 of thunder ? ' ' Talk with the clas3 
of the characteristics of these two men. Tell of thaf oscno 
■where they wished to have fire called down from heaven 
on their enemies. Show that mush of the information 

given in this Lesson comes from the accounts written by 
le early Christian Fathers. 



LESSON XV. 

PHILIP, BARTHOLOMEW AND MATTHEW. 

Q. — What disciple was first called by 
the Saviour? 

Q. — What did he say to Nathaniel the 
first time thereafter on which he met him ? 
(John 1 : 45.) 

Q. — Was Philip a believer in the Messi- 
aship of Jesus from the day on which he 
was called ? 

Q. — Of what city was Philip ? (John 
1 : 44.) 
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Q. — How did he compare with the other 
disciples in point of education ? 

A. — He was well skilled in the laws and 
prophets. He frequently read the books of 
Moses, and made the prophecies cqneerning 
the Messiah a favorite study. 

Q. — What mention is made of him in the 
gospels after that in regard to his call ? 

A. — He is spoken of in three instances. 
(John 6: 5,) (12: 20—22,) (13: 8,9.) 

Q. — Where did he labor after the cruci- 
fixion and ascension ? 

A. — In upper Asia, among an idolatrous 
people. x 

Q. — How do we know this ? 

A*— From the history given of him by 
the early Christian Fathers. 

Q. — In what city did he have great suc- 
cess ? 

A. — In Hierapolis, where the people wor- 
shipped an enormous serpent. 

Q. — Did he do anything but preach in 
that city? 

.A. — Yes : there, as elsewhere, he was 
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empowered to work miracles, and perform 
some of the most wonderful works. 

Q. — Was he allowed to continue his 
work and convert those poor heathen ? 

A. — Only for a time. • 

Q. — What became of Him ? 

A. — He was scourged and crucified. 

Q. — Who gave his body burial ? 

A. — His sister, Marrianne, and Barthol- 
omew, 

Q. — What can you say of Bartholomew ? 

A. — He was the same as was called Na- 
thaniel in our last Lesson. The one to whom 
Philip said, " We have found him of whom 
Moses, in the law and the prophets, did 
write." 

Q. — When he first came to Jesus, what 
did the Master say of him ? (John 1 : 470 

Q. — How did Bartholomew, or Nathan- 
iel, as he was then called, show that he was 
interested in the Jewish law ? 

A. — By saying as in John 1 : 46. It 
seems that he knew that the Messiah was 
not to come from Nazareth. 



OF THE APOSTLES. SI 

Q. — How was he convinced that Jeans 
was the Christ ? (John 1 : 47—60.) • 

Q. — Where did he labor after the ascen- 
sion? • 

A. — He visited different parts of the 
world, and even penetrated into India* 
Near the last of his ministry he was with 
Philip in Hierapolis. 

Q. — What treatment did he receive in 
that city? 

A. — He was condemned and scourged, 
and bound to a pillar to die, but the people 
were in his favor, and he was taken down 
and spared. 

Q. — In what place and in what manner 
did he die ? 

A. — In Albanople, in Great Armenia ; 
he was put to death for preaching the doc- 
trine of salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Q. — What can you say of St. Matthew ? 

A. — He was a true Hebrew, though a 
Rtfman officer, and was sometimes called 
Levi. 

Q. — Where was he when J*esus first saw 
him? (Luke 5 : 27.) 
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Q. — What is meant by ** the receipt of 
custom ? " 

Q. — What wa«r Matthew called ? 

A. — A publican, or tax-gatherer. 

§.— Did this fact make him peculiarly 
offensive to the Jews ? 

A. — It did ; they hated the tax-gatherers, 
and looked upon them as infamous. 

Q. — Why did they have such feelings 
towards that class ? 

A. — Because the taxes were collected for 
the Roman government. 

Q — Where did he preach ? 

A. — For about eight years in Judea, and 
afterwards among the Gentiles. 

Q« — Before he left Judea, what did the 
Christians request him to do ? 

A. — To write the history of the life and 
acts of Jesus, and leave it among them. 

Q. — Did he eomply with that request ? 

A. — He did. 

Q« — Where did he travel after leaving 
Judea? 

A.-^Into Ethiopia. 
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Q. — What did Matthew do which shows 
us that he was a noble and true man ? 

A. — He left a lucrative employment and 
an easy life to follow One who had not 
where to lay his head, and to incur the 
censure and hatred of all his old friends, and 
all this because he thought that duty point- 
ed in that direction. 

Q. — Where and how did he die ? 

A. — He suffered martyrdom at Naddabar, 
in Ethiopia. 

Note. — Point out to the class some of the prophecies 
which refer to the Messiah, of which Philip and Barthol- 
omew might have had some knowledge. Talk with the class 
about the different objects that are worshipped by heathen 
nations. Show why it was necessary that the disciples 
should work miracles, after the Master had gone to his 
heavenly home. Show more plainly why Nathaniel 
thought that the Messiah could not come from Nazareth. 
Explain at length the nature of a Publican's duty, and 
show how it was that the Jews paid tribute to the Romans. 
The class should be made to admire the character of these 
men, and see that it was better to die in the cause of Christ, 
than to live in wealth and leisure as his cold-hearted 
friend. 
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LESSON XVL 

THOMAS, AND JAMES THE LESS. 

Q. — What is known at this day of the 
parents or other kindred of Thomas ? 

A. — Nothing, for a certainty ; it is sup- 
posed that he was a Jew, and that be was 
a native of Galilee. 

Q. — What is the popular feeling in re- 
gard to Thomas ? 

A. — That' he was incredulous, unstable, 
and not to be trusted by the Master. 

Q.— Is there any good cause for such an 
opinion ? 

A. — Only in the one instance where he 
refused to believe that hi3 crucified Master 
had arisen from the grave, unless he could 
have the most positive proof of that fact. 

Q. — What proof did he demand ? (John 
20 : 25.) 

Q. — When afterward Jesus offered him 
that proof, and bade him put his fingers into 
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the prints of the nails, did he accept the of- 
fer before he would believe ? 

Q. — Are^ there not other things in the 
life of Thomas which should redeem his 
name from the stigma cast upon it by his 
unwillingness to believe without the best of 
evidence ? 

A. — There are. When the other disci- 
ples tried to dissuade Jesus from going 
down to Bethany, after the death of Laza- 
rus, lest the Jews should kill him, Thomas 
said to them, " Let us go, that we may die 
with him ;" thereby exhibiting a grand 
moral courage, and an undying love for 
Jesus* Again ; when our Lord had told his 
disciples that he should leave them and go 
to his Father, but that they would follow 
him, Thomas replied that they knew not 
the way ; but when Jesus answered, say- 
ing, " I am the way," that disciple was 
instantly satisfied, for he had unbounded 
faith in Jesus. 

Q. — What does Chrysostom, one of the 
early Christian Fathers,* say of Thomas? 
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A.-<— He says, "That disciple, at first 
weak and incredulous, became, through 
Christ's condescension, to satisfiy his scru- 
ples, the most active and invincible of them 
all." 

Q, — Where did he labor as an apostle ? 

A* — He labored at first in different parts 
of Judea, then in Parthia, and afterwards 
he preached the gospel to the Medes and 
Persians, and finally travelled into Ethio- 
pia and India. 

Q. — What interesting incident is record- 
ed of him while in Persia ? 

A. — It is said that while in that copntry 
he met the wise men, or magi, who came to 
Jerusalem at the birth of the Saviour, made 
converts of them, and baptized them in the 
name of that Jesus at whose cradle they had 
worshipped so many years before. 

Q. — Where and how did Thomas die ? 

A. — He was put to death by the Brah- 
mins, in India, while he was kneeling in 
prayer by the side of a tomb, a place which 
he frequently visited at the hour of his jnri* 
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Tate derotions. They first east darts into 
his body, and then ran him through with a 
lance. 

Q.— Why did they do this ? 

A, — Because through his preaching their 
heathen doctrines were endangered. 

Q. — What can you say of James the 
Less ? 

A. — It is probable that he was the son or* 
Joseph, by his first wife, and was therefore 
ealled the brother, more properly the half 
brother of Jesus. (Matt. 13 : 55.) 

Q. — What important office did he fill, as 
an apostle ? 

A. — That of Bishop, or presiding elder 
of Jerusalem. 

Q. — How was he honored after the *ed- 
urrection of Jesus ? 

A. — He was honored by the special ap- 
pearance of the Lord to him. (1 Cor. 15 : 

Q. — How does Paul honor him ? 
A. — By calling him one of the pillars of 
the Christian church. (Gal. 2 : 9.) 
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Q.— How was he otherwise honored? 

A. — Paul applied to him after his con- 
version for the right hand of fellowship, and 
Peter, when freed from prison by the angel 
of the Lord, reported first to James. (Acts 
12: 17.) 

Q. — What was the manner of his death ? 

A. — It is reported by some of the Chris- 
tian Fathers that the Scribes and Pharisees 
sought to have him abjure his faith in Je- 
sus, and for that purpose brought him to a 
pinnacle of the temple. But he disappoint- 
ed them, and cried to the multitude below 
him, saying, " Why do you inquire of Jesus, 
the Son of man ? He sits in heaven, at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, and will 
come again in the clouds of heaven I" At 
this the people cried, " Hosanna, to the Son 
of David I " and the Scribes and Pharisees 
threw the apostle down into the court be- 
low, and when he was able to kneel and 
pray for them, they cast down stones upon 
him. 

Q. — What else can you say of James 
the Less ? 
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A. — He was humble and just, and even 
the Jewish historian, Josephus, speaks well 
of him. He was exceedingly temperate, 
never eating meat or tasting wine. 

Note.— Show that some are so constituted as to re- 
quire stronger reasons for their belief than others need, 
and that Thomas was ready to believe as soon as con- 
vinced. Show that Jesus did not refuse the best of 
evidence. Show the direction and probable distance of 
Parthia, Persia, Ethiopia, and India, the different fields 
of labor in which Thomas was engaged, from Jerusalem. 
Talk of the Brahmins and their religion. Explain the 
probable relationship of James the Less to Jesus. Why 
was he called James the Less. 



lesson xvn. 

SIMON THE ZEALOT, JUDE AND MATTHIAS. 

Q. — "Were there two apostles named Si- 
mon? 

Q. — How were they distinguished from 
each other ? 

Q. — Was Simon the Zealot the same as 
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was called Simon the Canaanite in Matt. 
10 : 4 ? 

A. — He was. 

Q. — Why was he called the Canaanite ? 

A % — Because that word has reference to 
the Hebrew word knah^ which signifies 
zeal, so that in this case Canaanite and 
zealot mean the same. 

Q. — Was he called zealot because of his 
great zeal in his Master's cause ? 

j(L — He was not , but because of his 
warm and active forwardness in some relig- 
ious sect before he was a disciple. 

Q. — To what sect may we naturally sup- 
pose that he was attached ? 

A. — To the sect called Zealots. 

Q. — What can you say of that sect ? 

wA-— They took upon themselves the re- 
sponsibility of executing the law by inflict- 
ing punishment in certain extraordinary 
eases, till, in the process of time, their zeal 
degenerated into a wild extravagance, and 
they became the pests of society, more law* 
less than any others* 
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Q. — Had that sect become so degenerate 

when Simon was chosen to be a disciple of 
Jesus ? 

A. — They had not. We have no reason 
to suppose that he was ever insincere or 
lawless as a zealot. 

Q. — Where did he labor as an apostle ? 

A. — The Christian Fathers have given us 
no positive knowledge on* that point. 

Q.— What do they say ? 

A. — Some say that he labored in Cyreno* 
Egypt and Africa; and others. add that he 
went far to tlie north and west, preaching 
at last in Britain, where he died. 

Q. — What is said of his death ? 

A. — It is generally believed that he was 
crucified. 

Q. — By what other name is the apostle 
Jude called in the Scriptures ? 

A. — He is called Judas, Thaddeus and 
Lebbeus. 

Q. — Of what other apostle was he a 
brother ? 

A* — Of James the Less. 
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Q. — What mention is made of him in the 
gospels ? 

A. — He is named among the other disci- 
ples, and he took part in the conversation 
at the time of the Last Supper. (John 14 : 
22.) 

Q. — Where did he preach as an apostle ? 

A. — In Judea, Samaria, Arabia, Syria, 
and Mesopotamia; 

Q. — Where and how did he die ? 

A. — There is some disagreement among 
writers in regard to his dqath. Some say 
that he died in peace at Edessa, after a suc- 
cessful ministry in that place ; but the writ- 
ers of the Latin church are unanimous in 
saying that he was put to death in Persia. 

Q. — What can you say of his writings ? 

A. — None have come down to us with 
the exception of the epistle which bears his 
name. 

Q. — Was Matthias one of the twelve dis- 
ciples ? 

Q. — Was he a disciple of Jesus in any 
special sense ? 
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A. — He was probably one of the Seventy. 

Q. — Where do we first read of him in 
the Scriptures ? (Acts 1 : 26.} 

Q. — Whose place among the apostles did 
he fill? 

Q,— How was he selected, or chosen ? 

Q.—Where did he labor? 

A. — In different parts of the world ; but 
we know most of his success in Judea, 
where he made many converts. 

Q.— Where did he die ? 

A. — Some say in one place, and some in 
another, so that it* is not positively known. 

Q. — What is the most probable account 
given his of death ? 

A. — That which says that he was cruci- 
fied by the Jews. 

Q. — Were the apostles who suffered mar- 
tyrdom put to death for any crime they had 
committed ? 

Q.— What did their willingness to die 
for the cause of Christ show to the world ? 

Q. — Have there been many Christian 
martyrs ? 
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Now.—Show how natural it would be for those apos- 
tles to pass into forgetfulness who left no record of their 
ministry, and no ep'stles to the churches; while others, 
who wrote largely, like Paul and Peter, would be remem- 
bered more distinctly. 

Spend some time in speaking of the principal nations 
then upon the earth, and point out the territory over 
which the Gospel had spread. Show how devoted the 
apostles must have been to leave home and friends, and 
journey among heathen nations to preach the Gospel, ever 
ready to die in their great Master's cause. 



LESSON XVIII. 

MARK AND LUKE. 

Q. — Of what nation was the apostle 
Mark? 

-4.~ He was descended from Jewish par- 
ents. 

Q.— Was he one of the original Twelve ? 

Q.— What rank did he hold in the life- 
time of the Saviour ? 

A. — He was one of the Seventy. 
. Q.— Where did he preach and plant a 
church ? 

A, — In Alexandria. 
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Q. — Where was Alexandria, and what 
was its importance as a oity ? 

A. — It was the metropolis of Egypt. 

Q. — What do the Fathers say of his suc- 
cess in that place ? 

A. — He induced thousands to embrace 
Christianity, and live lives of more than or- 
dinary purity and strictness. 

Q. — Did he confine bis labors to that 
city? 

A. — He did not. He travelled westward 
and among the barbarous and idolatrous 
people of Marmacia and Pentapolis ; his 
preaching and miracles prevailed to make 
him many converts. 

Q. — Where were Marmacia and Pentap- 
olis? 

A. — In Eastern Africa. 

Q, — Where did he spend the last of his 
days? 

A. — In Alexandria. 

Q. — What position did he occupy in that 
place ? 

A. — He ordered and disposed of the 
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weightiest affairs of the church, and some 
say he was bishop. 

Q. — What account is given of his death ? 

A. — The idolatrous inhabitants of Alex- 
andria entered the church where this apos- 
tle was performing divine service at the 
time of Easter, and dragged him from the 
altar, and into and through the street, until 
his life had departed. 

Q. — What did the Christians do with his 
body ? 

A. — They obtained and buried it near the 
place where he used to preach. 

Q.— Did it remain there ? 

A. — It was afterwards removed in great 
pomp from Alexandria to Venice, where he 
was adopted as the saint and patron of that 
State. 

Q.— When did he die ? 

A. — Some time during the reign of Nero. 

Q. — At whose request was the gospel 
which bears 'his name written? 

-4.— At the request of the converts at 
.Borne. 
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Q- — Wfa ° reviewed and gave it his sanc- 
tion? 

A — The apostle Peter. 
Q. — What can you say of the apostle 
Luke? 

' -4- — He was born at Antioch, and was 
one of the most learned of all the apostles. 
It is said by come of the Christian Fathers 
that previously to his conversion he had 
travelled into Greece and Egypt and had 
become a learned physician. 

Q--*-Wirh what other apostle was he 
particularly intimate ? 

A.— With Paul. The two travelled 
much together and were very dear friends. 
Q. — What portions of the Holy Bible 
were written by Luke ? 

A. — The gospel of Luke and the Acts of 
the Apostles. 

Q- — Where were these books written ? 
A. — In regard to his gospel ? it is not cer- 
tain ; but the Acts of the Apostles was 
written at Rome, about the time of Paul's 
imprisonment in that place. 
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Q,— ^Whftt eau jqu say of the styto of 
Luke's writings ? 

A.— His style is mare elegant and lofty 
than that of any other apoatle, if we except 
Paul, and Paul does not excel him in clear* 
nese or grace of diction. 

Q.^-What of Ms death ? 

A.. — He suffered martyrdom at the ago 
of Bi years. 

Q.-r~What e l* e can y° u sa 7 °^ him ' 

J.. — He was* according to Epiphaniua, 
one of the Seventy, and one of the two ^rho 
talked with the risen Jesus on the way to 
Jgcainaus, 

Q.— rDa the Fathers give any other inci- 
dents in, regard to him ? 

A. — They say that be was a painter, and 
ipentkm is made of a picture of the Blessed 
Virgin as one of seven painted by hini. 

Note. — It will be well to explain to the class that much 
wjiicn. is written of the apostles by the early Christian 
Fathers, consisted of such traditions as had been funded 
dpwn, from generation to generation for one or two* hun- 
dred years, and may npt be entirely accurate. Explain 
also how thai much that would have been of great inter- 
est to us has been lost in the lapse of the ages, oecaufie,tho 
apostles wrote so much less o£ themselves than they Oid-Of 
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Jesus. It mil be a good and profitable exercise to con- 
lider the different styles of different apostles, and see how 
they compare with each other, and how with the education 
and prominent characteristics of their several authors. 



LESSON XIX, 

BARNABAS AND STEPHEN. 

Q. — What was Barnabas at first called ? 

A, — Joses, or Joseph. 

Q. — How came he to be called Barnabas ? 
A. — The disciples gave him that name on 
account of some peculiar characteristic 
which he possessed. 

Q. — What interpretation of that name 
does Luke give ? 

A— ■•He calls Barnabas " the son of con- 
solation." 

Q. — What is the first mention made of 
him in the Scriptures ? (Acts 4 : 36, 37.) 

Q.— -What interesting fact is mentioned 
in QQnudCtion with his education. ? * 
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A. — He was placed in one of the schools 
at Jerusalem , where Gamaliel was teacher, 
and ho might have been a class-mate with 
Paul. 

Q. — From what feet might we infer that 
he was ? 

A. — From the intimacy that existed be- 
tween him and Paul as apostles. 

Q. — How do we learn that Barnabas 
held a prominent position among the apos- 
tles? 

A. — From several facts. When Paul 
was at Jerusalem after his conversion, it 
was upon the recommendation of Barnabas* 
that the other disciples received him to 
their confidence and fellowship. Again, 
when the converts at Antioch desired to be 
confirmed, Barnabas was sent unto them for 
that purpose. 

Q.— What mention have we made of 
Barnabas in a previous lesson ? 

A. — Of him in connection with incidents 
in Paul's life, especially of that event in 
Systran where the people proposed to wor* 
•hip them as gods. 
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Q. — Whom did Barnabas and Paul take 
with them to assist in their work when they 
left Antioch to journey into other provin- 
ces? 

A. — John, whose surname was Mark. 

Q. — "Was he a relative of Barnabas ? 

A. — He was — a nephew. 

Q. — What grief had Barnabas because 
of him? 

A. — He became weary of the persecution 
they were called to encounter, and turned 
back, deserting his post as the deacon of 
Barnabas and Paul. 

Q. — Did Barnabas give him over and 
denounce him Tor that strange act ? 

A. — No ; he tried him again, and with 
better success. 

Q. — Yv hat was the effect of his adherence 
to Mark upon his relations with Paul ? 

A. — Paul had little confidence in one 
who had failed them at an important period 
in their ministry, and the two who had trav- 
elled so long together parted company. 

Q. — After Paul and Barnabas separated, 
where did the latter preach ? 
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A. — In Cyprus, his own country, and in 
many other provinces and nations. 

Q. — What can you say of his death ? 
A. — Certain Jews from Syria fell upon 
him in the city of Salamis, while he was 
disputing or reasoning in the synagogue, 
and stoned him to death after dragging him 
into the street. 

Q. — What more can you say of him? 
A. — He was buried by his kinsman, John 
Mark, and in 485, his body was discovered, 
and on it was found the gospel of Matthew, 
in Hebrew, written with his own hand. 

Q. — Do we know anything in this age 
about the birth or parentage of Stephen? 
A.— We do not ; nor of his country. 
Q. — Was he one of the seventy disciples ? 
A. — Probably not. 

Q. — How came he to be reckoned among 
the apostles? 

A. — He was set apart as one of seven 
deacons of the church, became remarkable 
for his zeal in the cause of Christ, and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him to such a degree 
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that no one could withstand the power of 
his argument. 

Q. — What did the foes of the gospel do 
when they found that they could not with- 
stand his great wisdom and power ? 

A, — They suborned witnesses to testify 
against him. 

Q. — Will you give a full history of that 
event? (Acts 6 : £-15.) 

Q. — How did the case terminate ? (Acts 
7. 54—60.) 

Q. — Who was present, assenting to his 
death? (Acts 8c 1.) 

Q.— What part did Saul take in that 
cruel act ? 

A. — He kept the clothes of them who 
did the murderous deed. 

Q. — In what respect was Stephen enabled 

to imitate his Master ? 

. A. — He prayed for his murderers in the 

moment of his death. 

Note. — Describe the office of a deacon in the early 
church. Speak of ancient Syria, and tell What it embrac- 
ed. Explain what is meant by suborning wknejstes. SfaDw 
by what law Stephen was deemed to be guilty, and that 
his execution was probably by the sect called Zealots, wfcO 
often took the work of punishment into their own hands. 
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LESSON XX. 

TIMOTHY AND TITUS. 

Q. — Who were the parents of Timothy ? 

A. — His father was a Gentile and his 
mother a Jewess. 

Q. — For what does- Paul commend the 
mother and grand-mother of Timothy? 
(2 Tim. 1:5.) 

Q. — Did Paul cherish a strong affection 
for him ? 

Q.— What does he call him ? (1 Tim. 
1:2. 2 Tim. 1, 2.) 

Q. — Was Timothy a young man? 

A. — Much younger than Paul. 

Q. — Was it with reference to this fact 
that Paul called him his son ? 

A. — It might have been, and perhaps, 
also, because Timothy was a convert of his. ' 

Q* — Did Timothy become a companion 
for Paul in his travels and ministry ? 

Q« — On what separate mission did Paul 
send him ? 
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-4.— To confirm the new converts at Be- 
rea ; afterwards on a similar mission to 
Thessalonica, and still again to Macedonia 
and Corinth. 

Q. — What mention did Paul make of 
Timothy in his epistle to the Corinthians ? 
(1 Cor. 16 : 10, 11.) 

Q. — What great token of respect is shown 
him in another way ? 

A. — He puts Timothy's name with his 
own before his second letter to the Corin- 
thians. .(2 Cor. 1 : 1.) 

Q. — Of what church was Timothy pas- 
tor and bishop ? 

A. — The church at Ephesus. 

Q. — What did Paul write to him in re- 
gard to that oflice ? l.Tim. 3 : 1 — 8. 

Q. — What did Paul request him to do, 
when writing to him from Rome his second 
epistle? (2 Tim. 4: 9— 13.) 

Q. — Is it probable that Timothy went to 
Paul according to that request ? 

A. — He probably did ; and if so, he was 
doubtless present at the martyrdom of Paul 
in the year 66. 
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Q. — Have we any account of the death 
of Timothy? 

A. — None that is reliable ; he probably 
died in peace about the year 97. 

Q. — Is there a reference made to him in 
the Book of Revelation ? 

A. — Some suppose that he is addressed 
by the words, " Unto the angel, (or minis- 
ter) of the church of Ephesus, write,*' &c, 
but that is by no means certain. 

Q. — What more can you say of Timo- 
thy? * ' 

A. — He was a man of great austerity in 
his habits, insomuch that Paul wrote to him 
advising that he should use a little wine for 
his frequent infirmities. He was gentle, 
loving and faithful, and seemed to be a uni- 
versal favorite with the new converts where- 
ever he labored. 

Q t — What do we know of the apostle 
Titus? 

A. — He was a Gentile by birth, and be- 
came a convert to Christianity under Paul's 
preaching. 

Q. — How does Paul address him ? 
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A.— By the title of son. (Titus 1 : 4.) 

Q. — What office did he perform for Paul? 

A. — Jerome says that he acted as Paul's 
interpreter. 

Q. — What does he mean by that ? 

A. — Probably he was called upon at 
times to explain in Latin what Paul spake 
in Greek, or to render in some other 
language what the great apostle spake in 
Hebrew or Syriac. 

Q. — Was he sent by Paul on some" im- 
portant messages? 

A. — He was sent to Corinth to settle dif- 
ficulties in the church at that place on two 
occasions, and in both instances was well re- 
ceived and accomplished his purpose. 

Q. — What message from Paul did he 
carry on his second visit to Corinth ? 

A. — Paul's second letter to the Corinthi- 
ans. 

Q. — When and where was he made bish- 
op? 

A* — Of the Isle of Crete in* the year 63. 

Q. — Did he reside there a long time ? 
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A. — Probably he joined Paul at Nicopo- 
lis the next year, as we know that he was 
requested to do so. (Titus : 12.) 

Q. — What was the chief duty of Titus 
as bishop of Crete ? (Titus 1 : 5.) 

Q. — What advice did Paul give him in 
relation to that duty? (Titus 1: 7 — 9, 
&c.) 

Q. — Against what two classes did he 
particularly caution him ? 

A. — Certain Cretans and certain Jews. 

Q. — What advice did Paul jgive about 
preaching doctrine ? (Titus 1 : 18 ; 2 : 1.) 

Q. — What did he urge upon Titus in re- 
gard to good works? (Titus 2 ? 7.) 

Q. — What 'did Paul tell him to do in se- 
curing the respect and attention of men ? 
(Tims 2 : 15.) 

Q. — In what other place did Titus 
preach ? 

A> — In Delmatia. 

Q. — In what year was he there ? 

A. — In the year 65, when Paul wrote 
his second letter to Timothy. (2 Tim. 4 : 
10.) 
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Q. — "What more do we know of Titus? 

A. — He returned to Crete at some sub- 
sequent perioJ, and aided in the spread of 
the gospel in the adjacent islands. . 

Q. — k Where did he die, and at what age ? 

A. — At the age of 94, at Crete. 

Q. — Of how many apostles have we 
spoken thus far in this book ? 

A, — Nineteen. 

Q. — Which of them were of the original 
Twelve ? 

A. — Peter, John, Andrew, James, and 
James the Less, Philip, Bartholomew, 
Thomas, Matthias, and Simon the Zealot. 

Q. — Have we named all the apostles in 
the foregoing lessens ? 

A. — All who were prominent as suchj 
but not all who had a right to that desig- 
nation. The deeds of some whose names 
we know, have passed into forgetfulness, 
and doubtless some names are forgotten 
which were once familiar as apostles in the 
Christian church. 

Q. — How many of the apostles were put 
to death ? 
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A* — Probably seventeen; there is some 
doubt in regard to the case of two or three 
pf them. 



Note.— As this Lesson closes our brief history of the 
apostles, I can suggest to the teacher nothing better than 
to spend a few lessons in a review of this history in such 
a way as to bring together the most important facts in a 
small space, and so as to get a better general idea of thoso 
great men, the age in which they lived, the field in which 
they had to labor, and the work which they performed. 



PAET SECOND. 

THE 
X>OCTIEOtfB2S OB 1 THE AJPOSTXJECS. 

LESSON XXI. 

ONE GOD. 

Q. — Why should we consult the opinions 
of the apostles in matters of religious faith ? 

A. — Because, next to Jesus, they are our 
best authority. 

Q. — How does that appear ? 

A. — They learned of him, and spoke or 
wrote as he had taught them. 

Q. — Did Paul learn directly of Jesus? 

A, — He did not, except so far as he heard 
his words at the time of his conversion. 
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Q. — Are we then to place great confi- 
dence in the religious opinions of Paul ? 

A. — We should ; for although he did not 
sit at the feet of the Master, as did the oth* 
er apostles, he became as familiar with the 
words of Jesus as if he had listened to them 
from the lips of the great Teacher. 

Q.— How did he do this ? 

A. — He was instructed of the other apos- 
tles, and inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

Q. — Were not many of the facts upon 
which l\p built his doctrine as well known 
to him as to the other apostles ? 

A. — They were. He knew, perhaps bet- 
ter than any other apostle, of the prophe- 
cies that had been made concerning the 
Messiah, for he was well learned in all the 
law and the prophets. He knew that Jesus 
had come to the world in perfect harmony 
with all these prophecies. He knew that 
he died, rose again, and Entered the spirit 
world, for he had 6een him in the spirit 
form, and felt his spirit power. 

Q. — Why do you say he learned of the 
other apostles ? 
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A. — Because the early preaching of the 
Apostles consisted in the repetition of the 
words which Jesus had spoken, and in the 
story which they told everywhere of his 
birth, life, miracles, death, resurrection and 
ascemion. 

Q. — You are right ; and after Paul had 
been with the otfcer apostles for a season, 
he had all the facts and all the Christ-spok- 
en doctrines that were needful unto his work 
as a gospel teacher. Let us now come to 
the subject of this lesson by asking if the 
apostles were bslievers in a plurality of 
Gods? 

A. — So far as St. Paul is concerned, we 
have his opinion clearly set forth in the 8th 
chapter of 1 Cor., 5th and 6th verses. 

Q. — And what can you say of the doc- 
trine of the other apostles touching that 
subject ? , 

A- — They speak everywhere in their 
writings of one God and one only. 

Q. — What fact can you mention in re- 
gard to the epistles of Peter which goes fat 
to show his opinion upon this point? 
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A. — He speaks of God over thirty times 
in those epistles, and always in the singular 
number. 

Q. — How is it with James and John in 
their epistles ? 

A. — They always speak of God as one 
God. 

Q. — Did they in this respect teach as 
Jesus had taught ? 

A. — They did. 

Q. — Will you repeat some of the sayings 
of Jesus upon this subject ? 

A — He says in Mark 1£ : 29, " The Lord 
our God is one Lord." In many places in 
the gospel he is represented as teaching the 
same truth. 

Q. — Name some other passages. (John 
17 : 3; John 20 : 17 ; Matt 19: 26.) 

Q. — Did the apostles have any other 
ground for their belief in one God ? 

A — They had. They spake in harmony 
with the patriarchs and the prophets. 

^.— -What had the patriarchs said in re- 
gard to the doctrine of one God ? (Gen. 
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21: 33; 24:* 7; 28: 20—22.) (Deut. 
4:35.) 

Q. — What had the prophets said ? (Isa. 
64: 8. Amos 4: 13; Jer. 10: 6; # 10: 
10.) 

Q. — What other authority had they for 
their doctrine ? 

A.— That of Gofl himself. (Isaiah 45 : 
21, 22.) 

Q. — Can you name an instance where the 
apostles referred to any such authority ? 

Q. — What then should we believe in re- 
gard to God ? 

A. — The doctrine which the apostles 
taught. 

Note.— The subject of inspiration comes up for consid- 
eration in this Lesson, and the teacher should not come 
to his class without some thought in regard to it. Show 
how Paul knew of "the law and the prophets." The 
character of the apostolic preaching. How the doctrine 
of one God was deemed of especial importance in that age, 
and why. 
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LESSON xxn. 

ONE GOD — ONE X-OED JESUS CHRIST. 

• 

Q. — Are there not many Christians who . 
believe that Jesus Christ was one with God 
the Father, and equal to him ? 

A. — There are. 

Q. — What are such Christians called ? 

A. — Trinitarians. 

Q. — What does that term -signify ? 

A. — It has reference to those who believe 
that there are three co-equal persons in the 
God-head, viz., the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. 

Q. — Did the apostles teach such a doc- 
thine ? 

A. — They taught the doctrine of one 
God, not of three Gods. 

Q. — But Trinitarians say that they be- 

, lieve in only one God ; they tell us that the 

Father, Son and Holy Ghost are one God, 

and we wish to know if Paul or any of the 

other apostles taught such a doctrine ? 
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-4 — I do not think that they did. 

Q. — Can you show me that they taught a 
different doctrine ? 

A. — I think that I can. In the Acts of 
the Apostles 2 : 22—24 ; 5 : 30—32, there 
is a different doctrine taught. 

Q. — Will you read those passages and 
show me how they teach a different doc- 
trine ? 

Q- — Can you mention other passages 
which help to show the apostles' belief in 
the unity of God ? 

A. — There are very many. In several 
places God^ is called " The Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ," and it is certain that 
Father and Son cannot be one and the same 
person. St. Paul in his letter to the 
Galatians, 3 : 20, says, " Now, a mediator* 
is not a mediator of one, but God is one." 
And again he says in Ephesians 4 : 4 — 6, 
" There is ... . one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all, which 
is above all, and through all, and in you 
all." 
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Q. — If the apostles learned their doctrines 
of Jesus, he must have said something on 
that subject. Can you quote me any pas- 
sages wherein he speaks of himself as a 
being dependent upon God, and therefore 
distinct from him ? 

A.— I can. (St. John 5 : 19 ; 5 : 22 ; 
6: 30; 6: 38.) 

Q. — Those sayings seem to prove quite 
conclusively that Jesus did not allow his 
disciples to look upon him as the very God. 
If the Father, God, 6ent Jesus into the 
world, then Jesus cannot be that Father, 
God. If Jesus could do nothing of him- 
self, then he could not have been God. for 
God can do all things. And if Jesus came 
not to do his own will, but the will of God, 
who sent him, then he could not have been 
the same as God. Tell me therefore what 
you believe in regard to the person of 
Jesus ? 

A. — I believe that " he took not on him 
the nature of angels, but he took on him 
the seed of Abraham." (Heb. 2 : 16.) 
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Q. — Do you then believe that Jesus was 
a man and nothing more ? 

A. — I believe that he was " made much 
batter than the angels, as he hath by inher- 
itance obtained a more excellent name than 
they." (Heb. 1 : 4.) 

Q. — Are there not some passages in the 
Bible which represent Jesus and the Fath- 
er as one ? 

A. — There are, but not as one in the God 1 * 
head. 

Q. — How then were they one ? 

A. — One in spirit, one in purpose, and 
one in the titles sometimes given to both. 

Q. — Explain your meaning more fully. 

A. — Jesus prayed that those who were 
thereafter to believe on him, might be one, 
as he and the Father were one ; they in 
him and he in them, as he was in the Fath- 
er and the Father in him. (John If : 21.) 

Q, — And what of the oneness by virtue 
of titles? 

A.— God is called " the Good Shepherd," 
Jesus is also called the Good Shepherd. 



120 THE T.IVES AND DOCTRINES 

They are both engaged in the same work of 
Baying the sheep of the great fold of human- 
ity,, and are one in that capacity. 

Q.~- What did the apostles believe in re- 
gard to a revelation of God in Jesus Christ ? 

A. — Their belief is well set forth in 2 
Cor. 4 : 6. 

Q. — How was the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God manifested in the face 
of Jesus? 

A. — In his face as a distinct intelligence, 
In other words in his life — in the face of his 
purity, love, mercy and goodness — in the 
face of his miracles and his teachings. 

Q. — When yqu study with care the 
teachings of the apostles, what do you find 
them saying of God and Christ ? 

A. — That he is one God, 'even the Fath- 
er, and that Jesus Christ is his Son, our 
Saviour. 

Note.— Explain more fully, if the class is far enough 
advanced to understand and appreciate such explanation, 
the doctrine of the Trinity. Show its origin and history; 
especially its fallacy. Show the necessity, in the days of 
the apostles, of preaching the doctrine of one God. 
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lesson xxm. 

ONE BROTHERHOOD. 

Q. — In the days of the apostles, how 
many were included in the two classes of 
Jews and Gentiles ? 

A. — All the world. 

Q. — What did the apostles say of the 
relation in which they stood to God ? 

A.— Rom. 3 : 29. - 
• Q. — Had the Jews anything to boast at 
that time on the ground of nationality ? 

A.— (Rom. 3 : 9 and 27 ; Rom 10 : 12.) 

Q. — Had they anything to boast on the 
plea of greater pjirity and righteousnes than 
the Gentiles possessed ? 

A. — They had not. They were placed 
on a level with the Gentiles as sinners. 
(Rom. 3 : 12.) 

Q. — How was it with those Jews* who 
had repented of their sins ? Were they in 
any way exalted above the Gentiles ? 
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A.— (lCor. 12: 13.) 

Q. — How then are the two great classes 
placed, as they are related to each other ? 

A. — In one brotherhood. 

Q. — Did the apostles so place them ? 

A. — St. Paul, after saying that Jesus had 
broken down the middle wall of partition 
between the Jews and Gentiles, 6ays, 
" Through him we both have access by one 
spirit unto the Father. Now, therefore, ye 
are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellow citizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God." (Eph. 2 : 14.) Again 
in Ephesians 3 : 6, he calls the Gentiles fel- 
low-heirs with the Jews of the same body 
in Christ Jesus. 

Q.— Yes ; if they were of the same house- 
hold, and fellow heirs, then were they breth- 
ren ; but how many stood in that relation to 
each other ? 

A. — The Jews and Gentiles. In other 
words, all men. 

Q. — Were the churches to which the 
apostles wrote made up of both Jews and 
Gentiles ? 
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~A. — They were. • 

Q. — How did the apostles almost invari- 
ably address them ? 

A. — As brethren. 

Q. — And wherefore as brethren ? 

A. — On the ground that God was their 
Father. (2 Thess. 2 : 15—17 ; 1 Thess. 1 : 
1—4, &c.) 

Q t — Those quotations fully confirm your 
idea. Jews and Gentiles were addressed 
as brethren by the apostles, and Paul„ who 
was a Jew, calls the Thessalonians, who 
were mostly Gentiles, by the same title of 
endearment ; and as you say, he does this 
evidently on the ground that God is the 
Father of all. But is there not something 
to be considered in the fact that both the 
apostles and the churches addressed by 
them were believers in Jesus Christ ? Was 
not this the basis of brotherhood ? 

A. — I think that it was not the basis 
which the apostles recognized. I think that 
Paul was ready to call all men brethren on 
the basis of their humanity, which was re- 
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cognized by Jesus Christ. (Heb. 2 : 
10—17.) 

Q. — Does not the apostle in that passage, 
and by the terms " brethren," and " chil- 
dren," refer exclusively to those who were 
believers in Christ Jesus, and who were of 
his church in the earth ? 

A. — That supposition is improbable, for 
Paul says that it behooved Jesus to be made 
like unto his brethren. He was therefore 
so made before there were any believers in 
him. He could not have been fashioned 
after those who did not then exist ; and it 
is therefore evident that a physical likeness, 
or, rather, as I would say, a likeness to hu- 
manity, was that which Jesus took upon 
himself. 

Q. — That is the true idea. And if so, 
if the Saviour was made human partaker of 
flesh and blood, that he might be like his 
brethren, then all are recognized as his breth- 
ren, all being human. The whole tenor 
of the passage last quoted shows us that 
this was the idea which the apostle had in 
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mind, and the doctrine he intended to teach. 
Can you quote me any other sayings of the 
apostles which show that they recognized 
the evil as well as the good, the saint and 
the sinner- alike as brethren ? 

A. — St. James addresses as brethren 
those whom he accuses as adulterers, as 
double-minded, evil speakers, and sinners. 
(James 4 : 1 — 11.) . 

Q. — Js the truth of this doctrine confirm- 
ed by anything which Jesus taught while 
here on earth ? 

A. — It is. He taught sinners to call God 
their Father, when in prayer they should 
ask him to forgive their trespasses ; and in 
many places he speaks of mankind as one 
brotherhood. 

Note.— Let the teacher go over the argument present- 
ed in this Lesson with much care, and strengthen it by 
quotations from the writings of the apostles. 
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LESSON XXIV. 

THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL. 

Q. — Did the apostles consider the law of 
Moses of any importance after the Gospel 
had been proclaimed by Jesus Christ ? 

A. — They did. They revered and often 
quoted from the Jewish Scriptures. 

Q. — Did they believe in Moses as one to 
whom God revealed his will and purpose in 
ancient time ? 

A.— They did. (Kom. 9 : 14, 15 ; 1 
Cor. 9 : 9 ; 1 Cor, 10 : 1, 2.) 

Q. — Can you quote me other passages in 
which any one of the apostles gives his en- 
dorsement to the record in the Pentateuch 
as being the work of Moses ? 

A. — The apostles believed that the Jew- 
ish law was given in the days of Moses ; 
that it existed in a form to be read at that 
time, and that Moses read it to the people. 
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It is quite clear, also, that the apostles be- 
lieved that Moses himself wrote the book. 
(Heb. 9 : 19 ; 2 Cor. 3 : 7, 13, 15 ; Acts 
3: 22.) 

Q. — Did the apostles believe in the re- 
cord which Moses had given ? 

A. — Beyond a doubt they did most im« 
plicitly. (1 Cor. 10 : 1, 2 ; Heb. 8 : 5, 9.) 

Q. — Did the apostles speak of those 
things that are recorded in the five books 
ascribed to Moses as if they were of any 
importance in the gospel age ? 

A.— They did. 

Q. — Of what did they speak in that way ? 

A. — Of the promise made to Abraham. 
(Gal. 3 : 16—18 ; Heb. 6 : 13—20.) 

Q. — Will you point out any other say- 
ings of the apostles which go to prove that 
they received the record in the Pentateuch 
as the truth which they were bouud to ob- 
serve ? 

A. — There are many passages which 
show the great reverence of the apostles for 
Moses and his writings, and among them I 
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will name. (Acts 7 : ; Heb. 3 : 1—9 ; 9 : 1 
—12 ; 11 : 24—29.) 

Q. — Is there not still another passage 
which sanctions the account given by Moses 
of the Jewish priesthood, and the duties or 
offices which the priests performed, and in 
which a comparison is made between that 

priesthood and the one under the new cov- 
enant ? 

- A. — I have already quoted one passage 
to that effect, but others may be found in 
Hebrews 7th chap., and more fully than I 
have already quoted in the 8th and 9th. 

Q. — You are quite right in your opinions 
upon this subject, and it is of great impor- 
tance that these Scripture testimonies be 
kept before the mind ; but let me ask you 
for the opinions of the apostles in regard to 
the prophetic writings. Di3 they refer to 
them as if they were genuine, and not to be 
called into question ? 

A. — The apostles spake of the prophetic 
writings with all confidence. (Heb. 1 : 1, 
2 ; Acts 26 : 27 ; Acts 3 : 18—24 ; Acts 
24 : 14.) 



Q. — What means of forming an opinion 
in regard to the law and the prophets did 
the apostles have ? 

A. — The best means possible. 

Q.— State what they were ? 

A. — Most of them were Jews, and were 
of course familiar with the letter and tradi- 
tions of the law, and with the history and 
predictions of their own prophets. Again, 
some of them were learned men — Paul had 
studied with a great Jewish doctor, and his 
knowledge of the law-giver and the law, of 
the prophets and their words, must have 
been very great. Finally, Jesus had kept 
that subject before the minds of his disci- 
ples by continually referring to God's an- 
cient servants and their words, and the 
apostles had all the benefit of his instruc- 
tions. 

Q. — Can you mention some of the things 
which Jesus said about Moses ? 

A. — He said that the Jews were accused 
by Moses, and that Moses wrote of him. 
(St. John 5 : 45—47.) 
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Q .— What did Jesus say in regard to the 
law and the prophets ? 

J,. — He said that they continued until 
John. (Luke 16 : 16.) He upbraided the 
disciples with whom he walked to Emmaus, 
because {hey wef e slow to believe what the 
prophets had spoken In regard to himself; 
and then beginning at Moses and all the 
prophets, he expounded to them the Scrip- 
tures. (Luke 24: 25—27.) 

Q. — I hope the members of this class will 
ever bear these facts in mind, for they are 
most important. And when you read what 
the apostles have said of the law and the 
prophets, and reflect upon their means of 
knowledge in regard to them, do not leave 
such teachers to follow after modern critics, 
who, if they find a speck upon a leaf of 
beauty, are ready to declare that God nev- 
er made it. 

Note. — There is enough suggested in this Lesson to oc- 
cupy the minds of the class two or three Sundays. The 
subject is very important, and the passages quoted do by 
no means exhaust the testimony which the apostles have 
given. To seek for other passages will be a good exercise. 
Explain as clearly as possible what is meant by the law, 
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LESSON XXV. 

FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST. 

Q.— What is one of the most striking 
characteristics of the apostles' writings ? 

A.— The constancy with which they urge 
the doctrine of faith in Jesus Christ. 
^ Q.— What is Paul's language to the Co- 
rinthians touching this point ? 

A.— He said, " I determined not to know 
anything among you save Jesus Christ and 
him crucified." (1 Cor. 2 : 2.) 

Q.— What said Peter of the necessity of 
faith in Jesus ? 

A.— On one occasion he said, " There is 
none other name given under heaven and 
among men whereby we must be saved." 
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(Acts 14 : 12.) On another occasion, when 
those around him were pricked in the heart, 
and wished to know what they should do, 
he made a profession of belief in Jesus the 
great and indispensable requisite. (Acts 
2: 38.) 

Q. — Why was it necessary that they 
should do thus? Why did they need to 
preach so much of Jesus ? 

A. — Because it was necessary for the suc- 
cess of the gospel that men should believe 
in him as the promised Messiah. 

Q. — Why was this necessary ? 

A. — The prophets had foretold his com- 
ing, described his character", his work, and 
the result of his mission. The Jews and 
many of the Gentiles had a strong faith in 
those prophets ; therefore, unless it should 
appear that Jesus answered to the condi- 
tions of those prophecies, men would not 
believe in him. 

Q. — Did the apostles require faith in Je- 
sus without first offering good reasons for 
-ch faith? 
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A. — They did not. They proved by the 
clearest statements and the soundest reason- 
ing that Jesus was the Christ, and then de- 
manded faith in him. 

Q. — What were the leading facts in re- 
gard to him which they were continually 
putting forth ? 

A. — The facts of his miracles, his death, 
and his resurrection. (Acts 2 : 22—24 ; 
Acts S : 11— 1G ; Acts 16 : 22, 23 ; Acts 
10 : 88—40.) 

Q. — Why were these deemed vital points 
by them ? 

A. — Because they showed that by them 
the prophecies were fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ ; and because that on them could be 
based the all important doctrine of immor- 
tality. 

Q. — Your answer would lead us to a 
consideration of that doctrine, but we will 
reserve that topic for another lesson. Will 
you name seme other instances where the 
importance which the apostles attached to a 
belief in Jesus Christ appears ? 
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A. — When Philip baptized the eunuch 
the only profession of faith required of the 
new disciple was that recorded in Acts 8 : 
37. " 

Q. — Will you mention* another instance 
where a simila r decision was made ? 

A. — When Paul and Silas were released 
from their imprisonment by the sensible in- 
terposition of divine power, the jailor was 
convinced that the Lord was with them, 
and demanded to know what he must do to 
be saved. The answer given is found in 
Acts 16 : 81. 

Q. — What was implied in those days by 
a belief in the Lord Jesus Christ ? 

A. — Faith in his Messiahship, faith in 
him as the Son of God and the Saviour of 
the world. 

Q. — What else did a professed belief in 
Jesus imply in those days ? 

A. — Sincerity, and a profound veneration 
for his exalted character. 

Q. — If, then, a man professed to believe 
in Jesus, what would he do ? 
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A. — He would expect to endure all kinds 
of obloquy and persecution, and would be 
prepared to suffer all things for Christ's 
sate. 

Q. — Why should we require more than 
a simple profession of faith in Jesus in those 
days? 

. A. — Because it is now popular to profess 
as much as that, and we need to demand a 
compliance with his requirements — a Chris- 
tian life as well as a Christian profession. 

Q. — What other reason can you name 
for the course which the apostles took in 
preaching Jesus Christ and him crucified 
as their chief and all-important theme ? 

A. — There were doubtless several other 
reasons. They wished, by presenting Je- 
sus in his true exaltation, to turn attention 
from Moses to him. Again, they wished 
to make their doctrine simple so that all 
could understand it, and so that it would 
not easily become corrupted. 

Q. — Two very excellent and cogent 
reasons, and to their wisdom in that respect, 
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We are largely indebted for the parity of 
the gospel record. 

Note.— In this Lesson the teacher should bo specially 
careful to leave correct impressions upon the subject of 
belief in Jesus Christ. Show that a belief in him, in apos- 
tolic times, implied a belief in his miracles, in his divine 
and special appointment to his earthly mission, and his 
death, resurrection and ascension. 



LESSON XXVI. 

LOVE AND FAITH. 

Q.— Did the apostles often speak of love 
as a coatroling and saving power ? 

.4,— They did* (1 John 4:7; 4 : 18 ; 
Kom. 8:28.) 

Q. — Towards whom did they teach that 
It should be exercised ? 

A. — Towards God and man. (1 John 
6: 2; 4: 11, 21; Heb. 13 : 1.) 

Q. — What did they say of the love of 
God? 

^i^— They represented it as impartial qpd 
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boundless. (Bom. 5: 8; 1 John 4: 8 
-10.) 

Q. — What cause did they assign for our 
love to God ? 

A. — His love to us. (1 John 4 : 19.) 

Q. — What did they urge as a reason for 
our love towards each other ? 

A.— The fact that God loves all. (1 John 
4:11.): 

Q.-— Does not the apostle John assign 
other reasons for our love to each other ? 

jl.-*~He does. We should love because 
we arc brethren. (1 John 4 : 21 ; Acts 17 : 
26.) And we should love because we 
should seek to be like God and know of 
him. (1 John 4 : 7.) 

Q. — 1 observe that you make most of 
your quotations from the writings of John ; 
do not the other apostles teach the same 
doctrine in regard to love ? 

A* — They do, but not so fully and char- 
ly as the apostle John. 

Q. — In this respect, who ia St. John like ? 

J..— His beloved Master, Jesus Christ 
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Q. — Did he talk much of the source, 
power and duty of love ? 

A. — He did ; and John was called the 
beloved disciple, because he was so full of 
the spirit of love. 

Q. — What passages from other epistles 
can you quote showing the necessity of love 
for each other ? 

' A. — St. Paul says, " Be kindly affection- 
ed one to another with brotherly love. 
Love worketh no ill to his neighbor ; but 
as touching brotherly love, ye need not that 
I write unto you, for ye yourselves are 
taught of God to love one another.'* (Bom. 
12: 10; Rom. 13: 10; lThess4: 9.) 

Q. — Can you quote from the apostle Pe- 
ter, also, to the same effect ? 

A.— I can. (1 Peter 1 : 22 ; 3 : 8.) 

Q. — In these passages, or in any other 
portions of the apostle's writings, are we re- 
quired to love that which is not loveable ? 

A. — I think not. 

Q. — We are required to love God, and 
how d\ we know that he is loveable ? 
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A. — Because the apostle says that God 
is love, and that he loved us before we loved 
him. 

Q. — Yes ; and the poet very beautifully 
says, " Love, and love only, is the boon for 
love/' But how is it in regard to the re- 
quirement that we should love one another, 
does that requirement call upon us to love 
all men ? 

A.-*- It does. 

Q. — But how can we love very bad men*; 

A. — We are not required to love their 
evil passions or their bad deeds. 

Q. — What are we to love in such men ? 

A. — All in them which is capable, of im- 
provement — all that God loves. 

Q. — But do the apostles teach that there 
is something in the worst of men which God 
ciln love ? 

A. — Yes ; something which God does 
love — will love forever. (Rom. 8 : 38, 39.) 

Q. — In view of these facts, what can you 
say of any person or being who loves you ? 

A. — I can say that such a person or being 
is my friend. 
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Q. — And how do you feel towards a 
friend ? 

A. — I have confidence in friendship, and 
can trust a friend. 

Q.~ Upon what ground do the apostles 
urge the duty of faith in God ? 

A— Upon the ground of his love. (Col. 
1: 19— 23; 2: 1—7 ; Rdid. 5 : 1, 2 ; 8 : 31, 
32.) 

Q. — You might also quote from Hebrews 
11:6, 18, and 19, and from other parts of 
the apostles' writings, showing plainly that 
a belief in God's love must underlie our 
faith in him. Is not this a reasonable doc- 
trine as well as a Scriptural one ? 

A. — It is. We have no confidence in one 
who shows himself to be our enemy. We 
have no faith in one who seeks to wrong 
and injure us. Love is the only ground on 
which wo can rest our faith. 

Q. — If that is true, how great faith can 
we have in God ? 

A. — Unbounded faith, for his love is un- 
bounded. 
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Q. — How can we have faith in him when 
he afflicts us and makes our hearts bleed ? 

-4. — If wc remember his unbounded mer- 
cies, and feel assured of his great wisdom, 
we shall say that he is afflicting us for our 
good, and so continue to trust iu him. 

Q. — Does Paul give us any instruction 
upon that point ? 

A.— He does. (Heb. 12 : 6—11.) 

Q. — In view of the facts presented in this 
Lesson, what ought we to do ? 

A. — We should seek to know and ever 
realize all the evidences of God's love that 
have been and are being made manifest 
towards us. In looking upon man we 
should seek to discover all the excellences 
and all the possibilities that are in him. 

Q. — Why should we do this ? 

A. — That the ground of our love towards 
them may be so clearly seen, that our love 
and our faith shall be made to abound. 

Note.— The intelligent teacher will need no admonition 
in regard to the work to be done in connection with this 
Lesson. Every answer will suggept new questions, and 
tho theme is one upon which several hours on different 
Sundays may be profitably spent. 



142 THE LIVES. AND DOCTRINES 

LESSON XXVII. 

CHRISTIAN PRECEPTS AND LIFE-DUTIES. 

Q. — What great precept like that which 
Jesue inculcated did Paul teach ? 

A. — Love to our enemies. 

Q % — Will you repeat the instructions 
which he gave upon that subject ? 

A. — "Bless them which persecute you ; 
bless and curse not. Recompense to no man 
evil for evil. If thine enemy hunger, feed 
him ; if he thirst give him drink ; for in so 
doing thou shalt heap coals of- fire on his 
head." (Rom. 12 : 14, 17, 20.) 

Q. — What precepts have we from Paul 
in regard to humility ? 

A. — " Mind not high things, but conde- 
scend to men of low estate. Let this mind 
be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 
who humbled himself, and became obedi- 
ent unto the death of the cross." (Rom. 
12: 1G; Phil. 2: 5, 8.) 



OP THB APOSTLES. 143 

Q. — What did other apostles teach upon 
the same subject ? 

A. — " Humble yourselves In the sight of 
the Lord and he shall lift you up. Like- 
wise ye younger, submit yourselves unto 
the elder j yea, all of you be subject one to 
another, and 'be clothed with humility, for 
God resisteth the proud and giveth grace 
to the humble." (James 4 : 10 ; 1 Peter 
5:5.) 

Q. — What excellences did Peter recom- 
mend in addition to Christian faith ? 

A. — u Add to your faith virtue, and to 
virtue knowledge, and to knowledge, tem- 
perance, and to temperance patience, and 
to patience godliness, and to godliness 
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kind- 
ness charity." (2 Peter 1 : 5 — 7.) 

Q. — What said Paul of some of those ex- 
cellences ? 

A. — " Put on, therefore, .... bowels 
of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, long suffering, forbearing one an- 
other, and forgiving one another, and above 
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ell things, put on charity, which is the bond 
of perfectncss." (Col. 3 : 12, 14.) 

Q, — What does Paul say of honesty ? 

A. — "Let us walk honestly, as in the 
day. Provide things honest in the sight of 
all men. Walk honestly towards them 
that are without." (Rom. IS : 17 ; 13 : 
18; IThess. 4:12.) 

Q._Do the apostles recommend hospi- 
tality as a Christian excellence ? 

Q. — Paul admonished the Romans to be 
11 given to hospitality ; :> and Peter recom- 
mends the Christians to whom he writes to 
"use hospitality one to another without 
grudging." 

Q. — What does Paul say of the qualities 
that a bishop should possess ? 

A. — " A bishop must be blameless, as the 
steward of God ; not self-willed, not soon 
angry, not given to wine, no striker, not 
given to filthy lucre ; but a lover of hospi- 
tality, a lover of good men ; sober, just, 
holy, temperate." (Titus 1 : 7, 8.) 

Q. — To what does the apostle Paul call 
ery special attention ? 
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-4.—" Whatsoever things, are honest, 
. whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are love- 
ly, whatsoever things are of good report : 
if there be any virtue, if there be any praise, 
think on these things." (Phil. 4 : 8.) 

©.—What other Christian excellences 
does he especially recommend ? 

^' — Patience, moderation, contentment 
and usefulness. 

Q.— Do the apostles consider self-denial 
a virtue which Christians should practise ? 

-^-~" ft is good neither to eat flesh nor 
to drink wine, nor anything whereby thy 
brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made 
weak;" (Kom. 14: 21.) 

Q.— What eulogy does Paul write in re- 
gard to cKarity ? 

A.—l Cor. 13 : 4—7. 

Q- — What does he recommend us to 
avoid ? 

-4- — Bitterness, wrath, clamor, evil speak- 
ing, malice covetousness, and much wine. 

Q. — What acts of devotion does Paul re- 
commend ? 
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A. — " Prayers, intercessions, and giving 
of thanks ; speaking in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs ; singing and making 
melody in the heart to God." (1 Tim. 2 : 
1 ; Eph. 5 : 19, 20.) 

Q. — What precepts do the apostles in- 
culcate that are ©specially adapted to chil- 
dren ? 

A. — " Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord, for this is right. Honor thy father 
and mother, which is the first commandment 
with promise, that it may be well with thee, 
and thou mayest live long in the earth." 
(Eph. 6 : 1, 2.) Children, obey your parents 
in all things, for this is well pleasing unto 
the Lord." (Col. 3 : 20.) 

Q. — Will you name other Christian pre- 
cepts which the apostles have given for our 
direction ? 

A. — " Set your affections on things above, 
and not on things on the earth. Bear ye 
one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law 
of Christ. Do all things without murmur- 
ings and disputings. Draw nigh unto God 
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and he will draw nigh unto you. Is any 
among you afflicted, let him pray. The ef- 
fectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much. Finally, be ye all of one 
mind, having compassion one of another. ; 
love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous. 
For he that will love life a*nd see good days, 
let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his 
lips that they speak no guile." 

Q. — Were these precepts original with* 
the apostles ? 

A. — Some of them were ; but most of 
them were not. They are all, in spirit, like 
the teachings of our Saviour. 

Q. — What should you say of them ? 

A. — They are parts of a religious code 
which altogether is the law of Christ. 



Note.— How does feeding an enemy heap coals of fire 
on his head? Explain the term "bowels of mercies." 
Give a definition to charity. How does the obedience of 
children secure long life ? Should we not love the things 
of this world ? Why are we told not to place our affec- 
tions upon them ? How can we draw nigh to God ? What 
does prayer avail? The teacher should require the class 
to spend some time in finding other important precepts 
among the apostles' writings. ' 
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LESSON XXVIII. 

TUE- RESURRECTION AND IMMORTAL LIFE. 

Q. — What was the popular idea, in the 
days of the apostles, in regard to a resur- 
rection from the dead ? 

A. — Different nations and peoples had 
different ideas concerning it ; so that one 
could hardly say what the popular idea 
was. 

Q. — What of the belief of the Jews in 
regard to it ? 

A. — They were divided in their opinions. 
The Sadducee3, a large sect of the Jews, 
believed in no resurrection. (Matt. 22: 
23.) 

Q< — And how was it with the Pharisees, 
and other Jewish sects ? 

A. — They believed in a future life, but 
their ideas concerning it were vague and 
unsatisfactory. 

Q* — What were those views ? 
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A. — There may be some doubt upon that 
subject, but it is generally supposed that 
they were influenced by the heathen dogma 
of transmigration of souls. (John 9 : 2.) 

Q. — Will you give some idea of that 
dogma ? 

A. — It was that the souls of men, do, at 
death, or sometime thereafter, enter into 
other bodies, and live again upon the earth 
to suffer for their past sins, or have reward 
for their past good deods. 

Q. — Did the Jewish nation, as such, have 
any just conception of the nature of that 
resurrection of which Jesus and the apos- 
tles taught ? 

A. — It would seem that they did not. 

Q — How was it with the Gentile nations 
to whom the gospel was preached ? 

A. — They knew nothing of the true doc- 
trine of the resuiTection. (Acts 17 : 32.) 

Q. — What did the ancient patriarchs and 
prophets believe in regard to the resurrec- 
tion state ? 

A. — It is quite doubtful if they had any 
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well defined idea in regard to it. The doc- 
trine of a resurrection to immortality was 
first distinctly taught by Jesus Christ. 

Q. — Did not heathen philosophers teach 
the doctrine of the soul's immortality be- 
fore the days of Christ ? 

A. — They taught its probability, not its 
certainty. They tried to establish a belief 
in that which seemed to them desirable and 
probable. 

Q. — Are there not some things in the 
prophecies which seem to teach the doctrine 
of immortality ? 

A. — There are sayings which we, in the 
light of the gospel, can so interpret ; but it 
is hardly probable that the prophets them- 
selves believed in such a resurrection as 
Jesus and the apostles proclaimed. 

Q. — If that is so, was not the doctrine 
of a resurrection to immortality one of the 
most important of all the gospel tfiemes ? 

A. — It was. 

Q. — Why then did Jesus teach so little 
in regard to it ? 



OF THE APOSTLES. 151 

A. — I do not think we can truly say that 
he did teach but little in regard to it. 

Q. — Will you explain your answer more 
fully ? 

A, — In words that have come down to 
us in the gospels, Jesus taught the doctrine 
most clearly on a few occasions, but in 
deeds he taught it on many occasions. 

Q. — How did he teach that doctrine in 
his deeds ? 

'A. — Whenever he called back the spirits 
of the departed to reanimate their former 
bodies — whenever he raised the dead. 

Q. — In what other way did he teach that 
doctrine? ' 

A. — By the demonstration that he gave 
in his own resurrection and ascension. 

Q. — Why was this a better method of 
teaching than by his words ? 

A. — For two reasons. First, his words 
might Be misinterpreted, or in some way 
corrupted so that their original meaning 
would not be preserved. Second, his words 
had not that visible sanction which was 
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given when the dead were raised, or when 
he ascended into heaven in the presence of 
his disciples. 

Q. — To what did the apostles mostly re- 
fer when they went forth to preach the 
same doctrine ? 

A. — To Jesus and the resurrection. To 
the fact that had been made visible. To 
• the demonstration of the words which the 
Master had spoken. 

Note.— Tlrs reference to the ancient belief, and to tho • 
teachings of Jesus, have been deemed necessary to a cor- 
rect understanding of the position which tho apostles 
occupied when they went forth to preach this great gos- 
pel doctrine. Explain more fully the doctrine of trans- 
migration, and show other reasons for suposing that 
certain sects of the Jews cherished it. It will be well to 
examine those passages in tho Old Testament which have 
sometimes been quoted to piove that the Hebrews believed 
in a state of immortality like that revealed in the Gospel, 
and understood their true import. (Job 19: £5, 20, i«.7, and 
other passages. 
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LESSON XXIX. 

THE RESURRECTION AND IMMORTAL LIFE. 
CONTINUED. 

Q. — In our previous Lesson we made 
some reference to what Jesus said in regard 
to the Resurrection. Will you now quote 
me some of his words in regard to that 
event ? 

A. — He said on one occasion, "I am 
the resurrection and the life." (John 11 : 
25.) 

Q. — Can you quote me any other words 
in which Jesus spake of* the resurrection ? 

A. — He said, "In the resurrection they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage, 
but arc as the angels of God in heaven." 
(Matt. 22: 80.) 

Q. — What did he say of his own resur- 
rection ? 

A. — He said as we find it recorded in 
Matt. 20:18,19. 
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Q. — Did he there epeak of the resurrec- 
tion of the body or of the spirit ? 

A.— Of both. 

Q. — Have we any reason to suppose that 
our bodies will have a resurrection in con- 
nection with that of our spirits ? 

Q. — What did Jesus say of another life 
into which his disciples should enter ? 

A. — IJe said, in my Father's house are 
many mansions ; I go to prepare a place for 
you. I will come again and bring you to 
myself. A little while and ye shall not see 
me, and again a little while and ye shall 
see me, and because I go to the Father." 
(John 14 : 2, 3 ; 16 : 16.) 

Q. — Did the apostles write much in re- 
gard to the resurrection ? 

A. — They did. It was with them a most 
prominent theme. 

Q.— Which one of them has given us 
most instruction in regard to it ? 

A.— St. Paul. 

Q. — Upon what do the apostles base their 
doctrine of the resurrection ? 
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A. — Upon the teachings of Jesus and the 
fact of his resurrection. 

Q. — How did Paul reproach those who 
did not believe in the resurrection ? (1 Cor. 
15 : 12.) 

Q. — What argument did he make upon 
that point ? (1 Cor. 15 : 13, 14.) 

Q._What did he declare ? (1 Cor. 15 : 
20.) 

Q. — According to the apostle's teach- 
ings how many were to experience the res- 
urrection from the dead ? (1 Cor. 15 : 22.) 

Q. — What order of the resurrection does 
Paul name ? 

Q. — What is meant by the saying, 
" Christ, the first fruits ? " 

Q. — Do we know that any one experi- 
enced a resurrection to immortality before 
the Saviour arose from the dead ?. 

Q. — What Scripture is supposed to refer 
to that subject ? (Col. 1 : 18.) 

Q. — Did the apostle Paul teach anything 
concerning the resurrection of this mortal 
body ? # 
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w4.— He spake so plainly in 1 Cor. 15 : 
87, 38, that it seems scarcely possible to 
misunderstand him. 

Q. — What -docs he say of two bodies? 

A. — He says, " there arc bodies celestial, 
and bodies terrestrial." He says in anoth- 
er place, " There is a natural body and there 
is a spiritual body." 

Q. — Which docs he say is first ? 

A. — That which is natural. 

Q. — To what does he refer by the natur- 
al body ? 

Q. — To what then docs he refer by the 
spiritual body ? 

A. — There arc different opinions in re- 
gard to that question ; but one thing is sure, 
it cannot be the body that is put away in 
the grave. Wc think it is the spiritual 
form which shall display the moral future 
ofthceonl. (1 Cor. 15: 38.) 

Q. — The apostle represents us as bear- 
ing the image of the earthy in this life ; 
does he say what our image shall be in the 
immortal life ? (1 Cor. 15 : 48, 49.) 
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Q. — What does he say of this corrupti- 
ble or mortal life ? 

A.—l Cor. 15 : 53. 

Q. — And what result does he predict or 
promise ? 

A.—l Cor. 15 : 54. 

Q. — Does Paul speak of the resurrection 
or of the immortal life in his other epistles ? 

Q. — Do the other apostles treat upon this 
subject ? 

Q. — What important words can you 
quote from the first epistle of Peter ? 

A.—l : 3, 4, 5. 

Q. — Does the apostle John refer to tho 
same subject ? 

A. — He says that when Christ appears 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him 
as he is. (1 John 3 : 2.) 

Q. — Does Paul speak of being fashioned 
like unto Christ's most glorious body ? 

A.— He does. (Phil. 3 : 20, 21.) 

Q. — By what words did be express his 
full confidence in a future life? (Phil 1 : 
21—24) 
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Q. — Is there not another passage in which 
his language is still stronger ? • 
A.— There is. (2 Cor. 5 : 1.) 

Note. — There are some differences of opinion among 
Universalists in regard to the original intent ot certain 
passages quoted in this Lesson; but the writer of this book 
has no doubt that they all refer to a future state of im- 
mortality. He believes that Christ was indeed the first 
born from the dead— that the resurrection and immortal 
life come to man through him. 



LESSON XXX. 

8ALVATION IN JESUS CHRIST. 

Q. — What is one of the interesting titles 
that is given to Jesus in the holy Scriptures? 

A.— The title of Saviour ? 

Q. — Where in the Scriptures is he first 
spoken of as a Saviour ? 

A. — I thmk the first instance is in Isaiah 
19 : 20. 

Q. — How could Isaiah give Jesus a title 
hundreds of years before he was born ? 

Q. — Was there another and still more 
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definite announcement of his title as Saviour 
before his birth ? 

A.— There was. (Matt. 1 : 21.) 

Q. — The word Saviour does not occur in 
thai passage, and how do you say that the 
title of Saviour is therein given ? 

A. — Because the word Jesus is in the 
passage, and that word signifies Saviour. 

Q. — That passage says, " Thou sh alt call 
his name § Jesus, for he shall save his peo- 
ple," &c. Who are his people ? 
. A.— St. John 16 : 15 ;• 17 : 10 ; 3 : 25. 

Q. — Who then are his people ? 

Q. — The promise of the angel was that 
Jesus should save his people from their 
sins ; is it anywhere said that he will save 
his people in their sins ? 

Q. — How will you state the dinerence.be- 
tween salvation from sin, and salvation in 
sin? 

A. — There is no such thing as salvation 
in sin. To be saved is to. be kept from 
wickedness and impurity ; or when once 
impure, to be redeemed and made pure 
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again. While one goes on in wickedness 
he is not saved. 

Q. — How is a person saved in this life 
through faith in Chr»3t ? 

A. — Sincere and active faith in Jesus ' 
will cause U3 to reverence and obey him. 
He who obeys the requirements of Jesus, 
does not commit sin. Ho io saved from sin, 
and from condemnation, the effect of sin. 

Q. — Are all saved from sin in this life ? 

Q. — How is the infant saved from sin by 
Jesus Christ if it dies in its infancy ? 

A. — It is saved by being taken away 
from this sinful life into the spiritual or im- 
mortal life, 

Q. — Is it not death which saves from da 
according to that idea ? 

.4.— No ; for if the infant died and was 
left in the power of death it would not be 
saved. Death would prevent it from becom- 
ing a sinner, but it would not exist in death, 
if death was the end of the change through 
which it would pass, and if it did nor exist 
it would not be saved. Nothing is saved 
which is absolutely lost. 
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Q.-r-^w tb$n. ia tba departed* infimfc 
saved ? 

A — It departs in it* purity, and Jew 
preserves it in that state by. taking it into a 
life of purity. 

Q. — He saves it tfcep. in a two-fold sense, 
First from impurity* and secondly from 
the power of death. Is that your idea ? 

A» — I think that the salvation may bet, 
two-fold, but the process of salvation through 
dealt apd the resurrection is but one pro- 
cess. We obtain immortality by passings 
death, but death does nptbjng far us ; it i* 
all of Christ, 

Q. — I undejatap4 ypu to say, that Jesus, , 
through, the power of the resurrecti^ 
(which is the change from, the mortal to ths, 
immortal life) is a universal Saviour ; and. 
that those who experience, that change be- 
fore they are old enough to commit sin, aw 
saved from all the gull* mid pain which siu 
inflicts. Do you think the apostlea taught 
this doctrine ? 

M — Not in sucfe words, or by wj oft$ 
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clearly defined statement ; yet such I be- 
Keve was their doctrine to have been. 

Q. — To what Scriptures do yon refer as 
proof of that doctrine? 

A. — To very many passages ; but I will 
name as a part of them, Bom. 6 r 7 ; ff : 10 ; 
1 Cor. 15 r £0—22 r 15 r 50^-57. 

Q. — How is Jesus the Saviour of those 
who die in their sins, as he declared that 
the unbelieving Jews should die ? 

J..— If he saves them from sin In the 
sense of keeping them from sinning, rt is by 
taking them through death into that life 
where there will be no sin. But the salva- 
tion from the estate of moral degradation 
into which sin has plunged the shmer, must 
be through a process of truth and grace 
which Jesus will exert in the spirit-life. 

Q. — Is there any thing- in the writings of 
the apostles which favors such an idea as 
reformation and salvation to be effected in 
the future life ? 

A. — I think there is nothing opposed to 
>hat idea, and I believe the following Scrip- 
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tuxes show its reasonableness. (Bom. 8 : 
35; Heb. 4:14— 16.) 

Q. — How do you get aid from those pas- 
sages to support such a doctrine ? 

A. — If Christ is now at the right hand Qf 
God, making intercession for us who still 
live in the flesh, what should 'prevent hiip 
from making intercession for those in the 
spirit-life, who need to be lifted up toward 
God by his power and ministry in their be- 
half. If he is touched with the feelings of 
our infirmities, how much more with the 
feelings of those who in the light of new r$- 
vealments, shall see the mistake of their 
earthly career, and seek his aid to climb 
towards a higher good and better state in 
another existence ? 

Q. — What other testimony may influence 
us to adopt that view of salvation in its pro- 
cess through Christ ? 

A, — The declarations that he is the Sav- 
iour of all men, the Saviour of the world, 
&c. 

Q* — What will be the condition of those 
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: who are'saved wheuerorrind whfcreter *&At 
salvation is realized? 

jl. — They will be pure and happy. &av- 
ed from nn, from denbt from fear, from pam 
1 and from sorrow. 

Q. — Do all Universalkts agree in the dae- 
'friae taught in 1Mb Lesson? 

A. — They do not. They agree that all 
wfll be saved, but of the exact nature of tte 
-*alvation Which all will te^eive, they arte ndt 
confident. 

Q.— What are tile cH&er views whtefrftte 
modt prevalent among Universalists ? 

. Note.— If the teacher does not agrre with the explana- 
tftta herein given, the last qiieetion opens the'wayfotfSiie 

explanation which he shoujd be sure to give. In the next 
*fcook this subject will receive more attention. 
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LESSON XXXI. 

UNIVEBSAL SALVATION. 

(J),— According to Paul's teaching, how 
many has God concluded in unbelief, and 
for what purpose are they thus involved ? 

A. — The answer is in Rom. 11 : 32. 

Q. — What then is the purpose of God ? 

A. — Evidently to have mercy upon all. 

Q. — Have the apostles given us any oth- 
er assurance in regard to God's purpose ? 

A.— They have. (Eph. 1 : 9, 10.) 

Q. — What do they say in regard to tht 
will of God? 

A. — Paul tells us that God will have all 
men to be saved. (1 Tim. 2 : 4.) 

Q. — And what does Peter say upon the 
same subject ? 

A. — He says that it is God's will that 
none should perish. (2 Peter 3 : 9.) 

Q 9 — Do the apostles refer to any prom- 
ise of God touching the number who shaB 
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A. — They do. They refer to the promise 
made to Abraham, and tell us that Jesus 
Christ is the seed in whom all nations and 
kindreds of the earth shall be blessed. 
(Acts 3 : 25 ; Gal. 3 2 16—29.) 

Q. — What do these passages prove in re- 
gard to the salvation of all men ? 

A. — They show us that it is the purpose 
of God to save all men, that it is the will 
of God to save all men, .and that God has 
promised to save all men. 

Q. — What reliance can we place on the 
purpose of God ? 

" A. — God worketh all things that he has 
purposed after the council of his own will. 
(Eph. 1 : 11.) " He doeth his pleasure 
in the army of heaven above and among: the 
inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay 
his hand. (Dan. 4 : 35.) 

Q. — What do the apostles say about the 
result of the will of God ? 

A.— ^They say that Jesus came to accom- 
plish it, and that by it we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ, once for all. (Heb. 10 : 9, KU 
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Q. — What reliance can we place upon 
the promise of God ? 

A. — We can believe that what he has 
promised he will be faithful to perform, and 
is able to perform. (Heb. 10 : 23 ; Bom. 
4:21.) 

Q. — With these assurances how should 
we view the doctrine of universal salvation ? 

A. — We should say that heaven and 
earth may pass away, but that God's wordy 
purpose and will, cannot fail. 

Q. — What does Paul say of the extent 
of salvation in Jesus Christ ? 

A. — He says that Christ came to save 
sinners of whom he was the chief. He says 
also that God is the Saviour of all men, es- 
pecially of those that believe. (1 Tim. 1 : 
15 ; 4 : 10.) 

Q. — What does the apostle John say 
upon the same subject ? 

A. — He says that the Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the world. (1 John 
4:14.) 

Q. — Will not the sinfulness of man pre- 
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-veil* the perfect success of the Saviour's 
work ? 

-4.— Certainly not ; for he shall see of the 
travail of his soul and be satisfied. (Isaiah 
53 : 11.) 

Q. — What other Scriptures cfcn you 
quote from the writings of the apostles 
touching the subject of this Lesson ? 

A.— (Rom. 5: 18— 21; 8: 38, 39 5 1 
Cot . 15 : 49, 58, &c.) 

Q. — To what salvation do these passage* 
refer? 

A. — Mostly, as I suppose, to salvation 
from the power of death and the grave. 

Q. — Is there not a salvation in Jesus 
Christ which we can have in the present 
life? 

A. — Certainly. The same as that spok- 

en of in the previous Lesson, and the same 

as that which those have in a special degree 

who believe in Jesus and obey him. God is 

the ^Saviour of all men, especially of those 

who believe." 

Q.*—I& that salvation universal in this 
i;ai 9 
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j4.— It & toot ; for «U do nol Wo* k otat 
'ttrft sdltutfon wMi fcAr *tfd tfcembifaig in the 
present life. 

Q. — What doctrine do you gather from 
the -writings of the apostles in regard to sal- 
vation in Jesus Christ? 

A.—l learn that the salvation which may 
lie employed in the present fife, is by feith 
in Jesus and by the good works which he 
requires us to perform. But universal sal- 
vation through him who is the " resurrection 
and the life," is " the free gift of God." 
(Kom. 5 : 18.) 

Q. — What words can you quote from the 
apostle John which seem to give a true idea 
of the consummation of the work of salva- 
tion? 

A. — His words as recorded in Rev. 5: 
11—14.) 

Q. — In view of the doctrines of the apos- 
tles, and especially of this their most glori- 
ous doctrine of universal salvation, what 
have we cause to say ? 
^ A* — We have cause to say, " Bless the 



tf 
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Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me 
bless his holy name ;" for " he that is our 
God is the God of salvation." 

Note.— As we are to take up the subject discussed in the 
last two Lessons in our next book for a more fall and 
particular discussion, we deem the argument from the 
Scripture testimony herein presented, enough for the purr 
pose to which this book looks. The teacher can enlarge 
greatly upon the evidences herein presented, if he thinks 
best so to do. A»brief review of this book should not be 
neglected. 
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